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INTRODUCTION 

Much appreciation is given to the many persons who have con
tributed to the publishing of this booklet. We hope that the 
contents of this booklet will be of much value and the usefulness 
of the material preserving the history of OLD UNION CHURCH will serve 
a great interest to the reader. 

The committee has worked almost one full year in the preparation 
for the final draft that is before you. They began by collecting 
information fr om the earlist record books and for information before 
that time relied on what had been written for the 150th Anniversary 
booklet. 

Maxine Repp and Linda Pruitt composed much of the his tory. 
Linda Pruitt and Julianne Rensner entered the rough draft pages into 
a word processor, Glen Fulkerson did much o f the proof reading and 
Pastor Dick wrote c omment sections and ran errands. 

Nancy Meyer is to be especially thanked for he r photography 
talents. Nancy took all of the new photographs that are added to 
this years edition of the anniversary booklet. 

The purpose of this attempt was to bring up-to-date the history 
of OLD UNION with as mu ch the same format as earlier copies and also 
to be used for an introduction to OLD UNION for any new members as 
they become a part of the membership at OLD UNION UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 

The committee hopes you find this edition enjoyable and infor
mative, particularly the new sections such as the roster of former 
pastors with photographs that were possible to obtain. They hope, as 
well, it will increase your love for the Church on the h~ll and its 
work and your desire to keep its influence active in the community 
until the very day that our Lord Jesus Christ returns to begin his 
rul~ with us on the earth. 

175th ANNIVERSARY Pastor Dick Rensner, Nancy Meyer, Glen Fulkerson 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Linda Pruitt, Julianne Rensner, Maxine Repp 



A TRIBUTE TO REV. RAY BOZELL 

Ray Ivory Bozell was born to Frank and Kate (Gundrum) Bozell on 
November 4, 1885. He was a native of German Township, Edinburgh , 
Indiana, and attended Merom Christian Union College, near Sullivan, 
Indiana. 

On February 28, 1907 Ray joined Old Union Church and was 
baptised on July 7, 1907 by Rev. J. C. Orebaugh. 

He married the former Hallie Andrews and she died in 1966. His 
two sons were Max Bozell and Rev. Wayne Bozell, and a foster son 
Robert Wheaton. 

He received his license to preach in 1914 and was ordained three 
years later. He served 7 different congregations including Old Union 
Church from 1927-1930 and again from 1945 until he retired in 1959. 

During his last 14 years of active pastorate at Old Union, 90 
members were added to the Church. 

Even after retirement, he still conducted an average of 2 
weddings and 2 funerals each week until illness around age 87 . In 
his spare time, he continued his life-long 'hobbies of fishing, 
hunting, and growing watermelons and cantaloupe . 

On February 8, 1975, Rev . Ray Bozell died at the age of 89 after 
a 2 year illness. The funeral services were conducted at Old Union 
Church by Rev. John Hancock and Rev. Bradford Seaman and interment is 
at Old Union cemetery. 

REV. AND MRS. RAY BOZELL 
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TRIBUTE TO FOREST OAKS 

Fore s t Oak s i s our olde s t member at 99 years of age. We honor 
him wit h this page not ju st becau s e he is the oldest but also because 
of h is ma ny years of s ervice and hi s continued love for the Church, 
hi s s trong faith in God, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Fore s t was born on June 16, 1892 to Martha and Allen Oaks and 
gr e w up at Old Union from then. He joined the Church on February 
28, 1 90 7 and was baptised July 7, 1907 by Rev. T. C. Orebaugh at 15 
y e a rs of a g e . 

The n b e gan hi s many year s of service to the Church. One of his 
fi r st du t ie s to the Chu r ch was as janitor for 18 cents an opening, 
wh ich in c lud e d ke e ping t h e house clean , building fires, keeping lamps 
wa s hed , fi l led wi t h oil and trimmed. On February 4 , 1916, Forest was 
e l e c ted t o the po s itio n of s teward . Forest was stationed in Germany 
du r ing WWI , being discharged in 1919. He served as treasurer for 43 
y ea r s f r om Augu s t 21 , 19 32 through December 1975. On August 16, 1942 
h e wa s in s talled a s a deacon , a position he still holds emeritus. 

Fo res t and Marnie Wr ight we r e married on April 21 , 1921. They 
be c ame p are nt s of two daughters, Rubie and Wilma and attended Old 
Union as a family . Af ter losing Marnie on December 24, 1949, he 
mar r ie d Zora Br e e ding in August 1954 , and she passed on December 7, 
196 9. He now ha s 3 g r and c hildren and 4 great-grandchildren. 

On Jun e 16 , 1985 , Fo r e s t was honored at a Father's Day evening 
ser v ice a s being the oldest father at Old Union. 

I n hi s active year s Forest served several times as a delegate to 
t he Indiana - Kentucky Conference annual meeting. He is currently a 
pati e nt at Faith Nursing Horne at Edinburgh. Forest Oaks is an 
inspiration to us all. 

Rubi e (Oaks) Go s ch, Forest , Wilma Oaks 
celeb r a t ing his 99th birthday June 16, 1991 

Forest 
1985 



THE OLD UNION BELL 
By Roger A. Pence 

The history of bells is a long and interesting story. Bells 
have played an important role in the history of people." The Liberty 
Bell. though it is cracked, has long been preserved and cherished for 
the message it rang out to the American people. 

The Old Union Bell may not be so widely known, but it is loved 
and cherished by the people of the surrounding community for its 
beautiful tone and the message it has rung oDt through the years 
in v iting people to the House of the Lord for worship service. 

Before the days with all of our modern methods of communication, 
the bell was used to transmit messages to the surrounding community. 
If someone would die, the bell would be rung; then it would toll the 
age of the departed one. Then after a brief ringing it would toll 
the day of the week for the funeral. As the funeral procession was 
nearing the Church, the bell would toll until they arrived. 

The bell was bought with a price. Not only a money consider
ation, but through the forethought, the work and the sacrifice of the 
women in the community was the money raised to pay for the bell. 
There was a decision to be made--that was the tone of the b~ll. At 
that time Charles Pence was teacher of the singing class at the 
Church. So the women asked him about the tone of the bell . He told 
them if they wanted a bell with a beautiful tone, to select one with 
the tone of "A" in the musical alphabet, which they did. Since its 
installation, the bell has been ringing out its message of welcome to 
who-so-ever-will to come and share the fellowship and the worship 
with the congregation of the Old Union Church. 

The work of these devout women, no doubt, was not only an 
incentive, but a forerunner of the present well organized "Ladies · Aid 
Society of Old Union" which through their ingenuity and work have 
contributed so generously to the financial welfare of the Church. 

Our prayer is that the Old Bell will serve many more generations 
to come and ring out its message of welcome to the House of the Lord, 
and may it help to instill in the heart and life of all who hear it 
the need to make the decision as Joshua of old who said, "As for me 
any my house we will serve the Lord." 

The two articles THE CHURCH and THE OLD UNION BELL 
were first printed in the 150th Anniversary Booklet. 
Roger A. Pence was a member of Old Union Church from 
3-18-13 until his death in 1979. 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F T H E 0 L D U N I lJ N C H U R C H 
1 8 1 6 - 1 9 1 5 

The rirst: one hundred years or Old Uni o n 's h i st:o ry was compiled 
t:o a great: ext:ent: by Nary C. Pence who was Church clerk t:h i rt:een 
years , ret:iring in 1926 because or railing healt:h . Wit:hout: her 
unt:iring errort:s and vast: research , a valuable phase or our communit:y 
hist:ory would now be lost:. 

Since the initial steps of Protestanti s m WQ1·e taken by Martin 
Lu ther, it developed only nat u ra l ly that all would not concur freely 
with any one interpret a tion of the Holy Scriptu1·es; therefore, many 
came to the shores of America seeking religious f1·eedom. Factions or 
di sa greements within these early interpretation s ca used separations, 
and thus new denominations were founded from the Puritans, Lhe 
Ba ptists, the Me t h o dists a nd o t her s . 

Just as t h e colo n ists h a d won po li t i cal freedom ln t h e 
Revol u tionary War . so was t h e d es i re for religious free d o m fro m the 
mechanization and organizatio n o f s o me of the older Protestant 
faiths. Among the early lovers of liberal Church government versus 
episcopacy was James O'Kelly who a s early as 1788 declared to the 
council and to the bishop that he disliked being anyone's tool. His 
aggressiveness without success caused him to separate (or be se par
ated, perhaps) from the Methodi s t Episcopal Church in 1792, and while 
he lived and practice d the theory of religious freedom, it was one of 
his associates who withdrew fro m the conference with him, Rice 
Haggard , who in 1793 suggested that henceforth the follower s of 
Christ call themselves "Christians" to the exclusion of a l l party 
name s. These two an d others s u c h as Abner Jones, Elias Smith, Barton 
Stone, and a myriad of associates preached and organized congreg
ations throughout the new Lier of states and beyond as pioneer s 
pressed westward. 

The Ne~ Light Christian Denomination was organiz e d first in 
North Carolina in 1778, ap parently not so named at the time, but it 
made little progress until t h e nineties when the men mentioned a b ove 
be g an to use t h eir efforts to ma k e rel ig io n real l y free. 

Frederick Stei nb a rg e r , b orn i n S h ena ndo ah Co u nty, Virginia, in 
1788, was one o f t h e beli evers of t hi s d octri n e, a n d whe n h e ca me a s 
a pio n eer to wh at now is know n as Ge rm a n Towns h i p , Bartholo mew 
Co un ty, in the early 1 8 0 0's, h e waste d litt l e ti me in raising a c abin 
a n d setti ng a s id e o ne l arge r oom for t h e wors Aip of God. 

Cottage prayer meetings a nd services were he l d more or less 
regularly since 1816. which i s the date used for the organization of 
the Old Union Church. 

He was the first "Ne~ Light" , as they were commonly called, in 
the territory which also became a state in 1816, but it was not until 
January of 1821 that Bartholomew County was organized from a part of 
the larger Delaware County. 

In 1 821 , mainly through Mr. Steinbarger's efforts, a congreg
ation which had grown to a membership of 40 was more formally 
organized. For about 20 years the neetings were held in Mr. Stein
barger 's house which was lo cat ed on the north si de of the road a mile 
south and one fourth mile east of the Church's present location at 
road 800N and 50W. 
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His generosity and love of people often led him to entertain 
wit h genuine pioneer and "Hoosier" ho s pitality not only the preacher 
but also t h e e n t i re congregat ion, many of whom walked severa l miles 
to hear the Gospel. 

The first general confere nce of the Central Chri stia n Conference 
was held i n his house apparently in 1824. The second wa s held in his 
barn and the third in the grove near his house which wa s always ready 
to welcome guests. 

David Douglas, called "The Traveling Bible" because he was s o 
familiar with the Di v in e Word, and Jesse Frazier were the first to 
preach to the society founde d in 1821. Other early ministers were 
Revs. Daniel Roberts, Henry Logan, Elijah Dawson, Je sse Hughe s, Mr. 
Ray, John Cummins and George Witters. 

One of the early preachers of great ability and pow er wa s a 
black man called Black Aaron . He was a good preacher and met with 
much s ucce ss. His color, an intense bl ack, made him so mewhat of a 
c uri osity to the unaccustomed pioneer and especially to their 
c h ildren. 

After a b o u t twenty years of meeting under the Steinbarger roof, 
it was decided that in order to best accommodate the increasing 
numbers, a House of Worship sho uld be built . The men of the congreg
ation felled trees in the nearby woods selecting the best of very 
fine virgin Poplar and Walnut. When en ough had been cut and hewed, a 
nice log house was raised which st ood about one fourth mile north of 
the pr ese nt Church building. The log Church had only a few windows 
panes to let in light, and night services were lighted by homemade 
candles or torches. The seats were mad e of s ma ll logs hewed smooth 
on one s ide with sticks for legs to mak e the m a comfortable height. 
The one large room was heated by a huge fi replace wh i ch extended 
nearly across one end of the building. 

Apparently it was at this ti me that the congregation chose for 
it se lf the name UNION because of the s pirit of harmony and love whi ch 
had prevailed in their associations with one another, having b een 
separated previously by denominational lines, and perhaps also 
because of the patriotism which ran high in this new land whic h had 
only a few years ago establishe d a Union of states. 

When this building was com pl ete d, the following principles were 
adopted: 

"We believe t:he Script:ures of t:he Old and New Test:
ment:s t:o be t:he revelat:ion of God's will t:o men, 
and t:he only infallible rule of fait:h and pract:ice. 
We do hereby covenant: t:oget:her t:o have t:he ordinance 
of t:he Gospel administ:ered among us. And we will en
deavor t:o keep t:he uni t:y of t:he Spirit: in t:he bond 
of peace . 11 

Later, about 1853, a fra me Church building was erected on the 
present site. It was thirty-two by forty feet and faced the west 
with three windows on the so uth and four on the north. The door 
opened onto one wide ai sle through the center to the pulpit at the 
east end. This building was heated by a huge box stove with a drum 
attached above. A great amount of wood was consumed to keep the room 
comfortable. It was lighted with tallow cand le s in candlesticks 
mounted along th e walls a nd six kerosene lamps which sat on posts 
strategically located about the room. The se ats were Homemade of 
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yellow poplar and were ne v er painted or varnished. The "mourners' 
bench" or altar which sat in front of the pulpit wa s e i.g ht feet long, 
twelve inches wide and eighteen inches high. When any o ne came 
forward to give his heart to God, it was the custo m to kneel and pray 
together with the minister and other well-wishers around this altar. 
The half acre of land on which this building was erected had been 
p urcha s ed from Henry Bozell, Sr. The trustees at that time were 
Henry Steinbarger, John Repp. and John Dep ew. The frame work of the 
old frame Church b u ilt about 1853 is now a parL of the framework of 
t he barn at David Ch risman's far m. 

On January 25, 1867 , Mr. Frederick Steinbarger passed o n to the 
~erfect and eternal life hav i ng served hi s God fifty years in this 
co mmunity. 

This is Fre d e ri ck 
Steinbargers' tombstone, 
which is in the Old 
Union Ce metery , just 
North of the flag pole. 

In the year 1875 Brot h er A. S. Do wney was p astor and with the 
a s s i s ta n c e o f R e v . J o h n M a r kw e 11 h a d a b o u t 5 0 p e o p 1 e to a c c e p t C h 1· i s t 
and unite wit h the Ch u rch. This group was ba p tized on the fifth 
Sun d a y o f M a y i n 1 8 7 5 . T h e f r a m e C h u r c h was to o s ma 11 to a c co mm o d' ate 
t h e crow d o n t hi s occ a s i o n ; t he re f ore, t h e co n gre g ation met in the 
grove of Brother Stroder Bozel l , with some standi ng and some sitting 
in their farm wagons, which were the p rincipal means of travel at 
that time. After the services in the grove they went to Flatrock 
River two miles away for the Baptismal Service. It is said the 
procession was fully one and one-half miles long. This was the 
largest baptismal service in the history of the Church. 

By the year 1884 the time had come for a lar·ger and better hous e 
in which to wor s hip. A handso me brick hou se 45 x 55 feet was erecte d 
at the cost of $3,500, and it still serves as the sanctuary of our 
present Church building. 

The officers of the Church i n 1 884 were: Joseph Steinbarger, 
Elder; Elsi Pence, Benjamin Fra n klin Pence, and William Stover, 
Deacons. F. R. Heflen, Levi Bozell, Joseph S teinbarger, Henry 
Lambert and William Schooler were trustees and building committee. 
Mary Downey, Catherine Heflen and Priscil l a Bozell were the committee 
to raise money for the bell, carpet and lights which consisted of 2 
beautiful chandeliers, one with four lamps and the other with six, 



and one hanging lamp, all of which used kerosene. 
These officers and committees worked together and with the 

cooperation of the entire Church, completed the building with a slate 
roof, nicely furnished. It was dedicated the fifth Sunday in 
October, 1884, with all expenses paid or pledged. Brother 0. A. Long 
of Dayton, Ohio delivered the dedicatory sermon using as his text, 
"Almost Thou Persuadest l'le To Be A Christian." 

In December of 1902, two new coal stoves were purchased at the 
following prices: 

2 coal stoves 
15 joints of pipe 

2 dampers 
2 elbows 
2 links 
1 ton of coal 
2 coal buckets 
5 gallon coal oil 

$25.00 
2.25 

• 2 5 
.50 

1. 50 
4. 2 5 

.65 

.60 

Total expenses $35.00 
After paying the se expenses, there was a balance of $13.75 in 

the treas ury . Brother O. 0. Coy received an annual salary of $80.00. 
In 1903 there were: 69 "paying" members 

32 "non-paying" members 
5 members not seen 

106 members 
There was a total of $80.00 in the treasury at year end. 
In January 1907 there were three new oil lights purchased. In 

February the Church was insured for the first time, in the amount of 
$2000.00, for a 3 year term, for $16.00 from American Insurance 
Company. The policy was kept at Farmer's Bank. 

Brother Roy Lucas, pastor in 1908, received a salary of $10.00 a 
month. In July of 1911 the pastors' salary was increased to $15.00 a 
month. 

Unfortunately t here are no accurate records of membership during 
the first sixty years of the Church, but during the next forty years, 
1876-1915, three h undred persons united with the Church. Fifty-five 
were dismissed by l etter, fifty-seven others moved from the commun
ity, sixty-eight pa ssed a way and ten were dismissed for misconduct, 
leaving a membership in 1915 of one hundred twelve. The officers of 
the Church during its one hundredth year were: James B. Bozell, 
Charley Bozell, and Raphiel Miller, Deacons; Sarah Chambers, Mary C. 
Pence, and Charley Bozell, Spiritual Committee; William Heflen, 
William Kyle, (Ivory) Ray Bozell and (Benjamin) Frank Raupp, 
Stewards; James B. Bozell, Treasurer; Mary C. Pence, Clerk; and B. 
W. Stoddard, Pastor. The Sunday School had an average attendance of 
fifty-f ive . The S uperintendent wa s James B. Bozell. Brother (Ivory) 
Ray Bozell was the President of the Christian Endeavor Society. The 
Ladies Aid Society was active and of great help in meeting the 
fina ncial obligations of the Church. 

In the early years of the Church, the services were held on 
Saturday evening s. The Church stewards were responsible for visiting 
t he members and co llec ti ng for financial needs. Offerings weren't 
mentioned until a f r ee will offering in 1931. 
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OLO UNION CHURCH 
BAPTISMAL SERVI CE 
IN THE YEAR 1914. 
B. W. STODDARD, PA STO R 

OLD UNION CHURCH IN THE YEAR 1900 
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OCTOBER 7, 1915 THE HERALD OF -GOSPEL LIBERTY 

HO.ME-COMING AT OLD UNION 
CHURCH 

The Old Union Christian church, located 
two and one-half miles from Taylorsville, 
in Bartholomew County, Ind., the oldest 
church of the Central Indiana Christian 
Conference, held nn all-day service and 
basket dinner or Horne-coming meeting, 
August 29, 1915. 

A history had been prepared by the clerk 
of the church and rend at the home-coming 
meeting. It was voted for it to be sent to 
THE HERAJ:,.D OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. The his
tory is as follows: 

The Old Union Christian church was or
ganized in an early day, p·erhaps a century 
or more ago, when this country was n dense 
forest, with only a few small patches of 
timber cut out on which was built a little 
log cabin, which were the homes of the old 
pioneers of that day and time, when those 
dear old people worshiped the true and liv
ing God and had no other gods before them. 

This church was n result of cottage 
prayer-meetings, which were held at the 
different homes in the community, when 
they had no buggieg or surries or automo
biles to ride in. They went on horseback, 
or on foot, or put their families in a two
horse wagon and went happily on their way 
to their neighbors' home to prayer-meeting. 

As time rolled 'Jn they decided to bu ilcl a 
meeting-house in whkh they miitht worship. 
They went in the woods. anti feHed the trees 
and did neither spare walnut nor poplar until 
they had enough logs cut and hewed to build 
a log house. This house stood about forty. 
rods north of this place. This church only 
had a few small window panes to let the 
light of sunshine in. And for the lights 
at night, they used home-made candles or 
torches. 

The seats were made of small logs, hewed 
smooth on one side, ;vith supports to make 
them a comfortabl!' liP.ight. The room was 
warmed by a large fire-place, which reached 
almost across one end of the room. 

When their house was completed, and 
their church organized, they decided on 
these principles: 

We believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be a revelation of God's 

OLD UNION CHURCH, INDIANA 

will to man, and the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 

We do hereby covenant together to have 
the ordinances of the gospel administered 
among us. And we will endeavor to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of pence. 

Their hearts were so united in love, and 
they worked together so harmoniously1 that 
they thought. they could give their church 

no more suitable name than OLn UNION. 
The name we still hold and love. 

This house was used for a place to. wor
ship in until about the year 1835, when they 
built a frame building on lhe ground on 
which thi~ house now stands. This building 
was 32x40 feet, and faced the west, with 
three windows and n small door on the 
south side, and four windows on the north 
side, with twelve panes to the window. 

The entrance door was to the west, with 
only one wide aisle through the center, with 
pulpit at the east end of the room. This 
house was warmed by one huge box-stove, 
with n drum attached above, and consumed 
a great amount of wood. It was lighted by 
night with tallow candles, in candlesticks, 
that hung on the wall, and by six small coal
oil lamps that stood on posts in different 
parts of the room, which were "placed there 
for that purpose. 

The seats were home-made, of the very 
best of yellow poplar, and were never cover
ed with pnht or varnish. 

The little bench which set just in front 
of the pulpit, that was called the mourner's 
bench, or altar, Wl'.S about eight feet long, 
twelve inches wide, arid eighteen inches 
high. This bench served for a seat when 
any one came forward to give the heart to 
God , and the hand to the church. It was 
asked how many there were present in · the 
audience who took a stand for Christ, and 
sat on this little bench, in that old frame 
house, and received the right hand of fel
lowship and so became members of Old 
Union chu rch. Fourteen arose. This caused 
us to rejoice and take courage, to see so 
many who had witnessed for Christ and the 
church, and had been His followers for so 
many yea.rs. 

One of the most noted years in the his
tory of this church was the year 1875. Bro. · 
A. S. Downey was our pastor, and called 
to his assistance in a revival meeting Bro. 
John Markwell, a good, conscientious, spir
itual man of God, who delivered many soul
stirring sermons. He, together with the 
pastor, was the means of getting many to 
see their lost condition and accept Christ 
as their Savior, and there were about fifty 
added to the church. 

It was arranged that Brother Markwell 
would again be with us to deliver a sermon 
on baptism, and to help baptize the converts, 
on the fifth Sunday in May, 1875, and the 
dear Lord blessed us with an ideal day. 
Long before the time for the services to 
begin, the old frame church was filled and 
many waiting on the outside for entrance. 
It was then suggested to go to Brother 
Stroder Bozcll 's grove, just a few rods 
northwest of the church, and hold the serv
ices there, which was done. 

Brother Markwell and Brother Downey 
delivered fine sermons to a large and atten
tive people, who remained in their vehicles, 
many of them farm wagons. 

After the service in the grllve was over, 
we went to the river of Flat Rock, two 
miles from the grove, and the procession 
was fully one and one-half miles long. A 
large number obeyed Christ's command, and 
were buried by baptism. Your writer was 
one of that number. There are still a few 
of that number living who honor Him by 
their service. 

The same unity of spirit prevallei:I, and 
we worshiped in this frame house until in 
the year 1884, when it was revealed to us 
that the time had come when we needed a 
better and larger house in which to worship. 

The officers of the church when this house 
was erected were as follows: Joseph Steen
bargnr, elder; Eli Pence, Benjamin Frank
lin Pence1 Wllliam Stover, deacon.a; Roy 
Heflin, Levi Bozell, Joseph Steenbarger, 
Henry Larnbart, William Schooler, trustees 
and building committee. Mary Downey, 
Cathuine Heflin, Priscillar Bozell were ap
pointed as a committee to raise the money 
among the sisters, to pay for the bell, to 
carpet the floor, and to get the lights, which 
consisted of two chandeliers, the one with 
four lamps and the other with six, to burn 
con! oil, and one hanging lamp, which stiJI 
remains In Its pince. 

Rev. A. S. Downey was our pastor. John 
T. Pence, church cleric. These officers and 
committees, with the cooperation of the en
tire church, worked faithfully until they 
nad this brick building, which is 36x46 feet, 
with slate ro<if, completed and neatly 
furnished. 

It was dedicated on the fifth Sunday in 
October, 1884, with all the expenses paid 
and pledged. · Brother D. A. Long, of Yel
low Springs, Ohio, delivered the dedicatory 
sermon, using for his text, "Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian." 

I cannot give a statement of the church 
membership of the first sixty years of its 
existeuce, on account of the old records be
ing lost. Yet, I will endeavor to given cor
rect record of the number of members, in 
the Inst forty years, which is as follows: 
Number united with this church, 300; num
ber dismissed by letter, 55; number dismiss
ed for immoral conduct, 10; number lost by 
moving out of the bounds of church, 57; 
number lost by death, 68; number present 
membership, 112. 

The officers of the church at this pn!sent 
time are as follows: James B. Bozell, 
Charley Bozell, Raphiel Miller, deacons; 
Gerrah Chambers, Mary C. Pence, Charley 
Bozell, Spiritual Committee; William Hef
lin, William Kyle, Ivory Ray Bozell, George 
E; Long, Clarance E. Winn, tnurtees; Char
ley Bozell, Ivory Ray Bozell, Benjamin 
Franklin Roupp, stewards; James B. Bozell, 
treasurer; B. W. Stoddard, pastor; Mary C. 
Pence, church clerk. 

We have preaching on the first and fifth 
Sundays of the month by our pastor. We 
have a very good Sunday-school, superin
tended by James B. Bozell, with an average 
attendance of about fifty-three, and a Chris
tian Endeavor Society, with Brother Ray 
Bozell, president. We also have mid-week 
prayer-meeting, and a Ladies' Aid Society, 
which is a great help financially. 

I have the names of twenty-two of God's 
chosen messengers, who have been for a 
period of time pastor of this church in the 
last century, which I will now give as fol
lows: Elijah Dawson, Henry White, John 
Ashley, William Harper, Thomas Hendric
son, George Cummins, George Dozell, Sam
uel Pavy, P. J. Baker, Amos S. Downey, 
Abner L. Carney, A. J. Alison, Gt?orge W. 
Winters, Ephraim K. Pond, D. 0. Coy, Wil
liam freeman, J. C. Orebaugh, Roy E. 
Lucas, W. H. Martin, W. P. Kibbey, J. ll. 
Walker, D. W. Stoddard. 

Of the twenty-two pastors mentioned, 
lhere are only seven living to preach the 
go!Jii!l, and to tell the old, sweet story of 
the Cross, and to warn sinners to flee the 
wrath that is to come. And may we, as 
pastors, and as members of the Church of 
God, still endeavor to keep the union of 
Spirit in the bonds of peace, and may we 
be united in one effort for the salvation of 
man. May we be gathered together, in the 
g1·eat home-coming in that heaven of rest, 
with God and nil them that are faithful to 
the end. 

MARY C. PENCE, 
Clerk of Old Union Church. 
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Members of the Church recommended to the Central Indiana 
Conference for Lora Winn to become a Licentiate Minister in 1916 and 
Ray Bozell for ordination to the ministry in 1917. 

On February 4. 1916. Forest Oaks was elected to the position of 
steward. Also during the year the rostrum was lowered and extended 
across the east end of the room. 

The One Hundredth Anniversary of the Christian Church Conference 
was held at Old Union Church in 1924. 

CHURCH GROUP-1923-TAKEN AT 
HOME OF REV. STODDARD 

There were 125 members in 1927. 

' 

OLD UNION CHURCH 
AUGUST 3. 1924 

In November, 1931. Paul Mellish, a bible student, was elected to 
preach twice each month for a free will offering as his salary. 
There were 131 members--63 men and 68 women. 

Also in 1931 a uni~n of the Christian Churches and Congreg
ational Churches was completed and became known as the Congregational 
Christian Denomination. Dr. Simon A. Bennett was Superintendent of 
the Indiana Conference from 1933 to 1955. The Conference head
quarters were located in Muncie. 

Around 1932 regular Sunday preaching services started. One 
Sunday would be a morning service and the next would be a Sunday 
evening service. There were 141 members in 1932--71 men and 70 
women. 

In April, 1934 a new roof of fire proof asbestos shingles was 
applied to replace the slate roof which had served well for fifty 
years. In November, 1934, student Jack Miller was hired as pastor 
for every other Sunday with the other Sunday at the Clifford Church. 
At the end of the year, there were 138 members. 

In 1938 with the Rural Electrification Administration making 
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electric lighting possible in our area, the Church was wired and 
redecorated and a Dedication Service was held on October 23 at which 
Dr. Simon A. Bennett, State Conference Superintendent, gave the 
dedicatory sermon. 

On August 16, 1942, two new deacons were installed, Forest Oaks 
and Roy Bozell. 

Homecoming Sunday was held for many years the third Sunday in 
May. One of the most memorable of these was during World War II, on 
May 16, 1943, when twenty-five soldiers from nearby Camp Atterbury 
were guests with a basket dinner and Chaplain Cherry was the speaker. 
A touch of home away from home was experienced by the soldiers and a 
hope and prayer of many a parent was that a like experience may be 
shared somewhere by their own sons in some far-away community. There 
were 146 members in 1943. 

During World War II the Church had bought bonds, and in 1946 
used those funds to start construction of a basement under the 
building. A coal furnace was also installed at the same time to 
replace the stoves which had been used on the north and south sides 
of the building. This additional space gave much needed room for 
Sunday School class rooms. 

Also in 1946 the Trustees of the New Bethel Church, which had 
been taken as a part of Camp Atterbury, gave their entire funds of 
$1080.00 to Old Union Church. These funds were also used for the 
basement expansion project. A memorial plaque honoring the New 
Bethel Church was placed in the wall of the back room. 

Memorial Plaque for the 
New Bethel Christian Church 

New Bethel 
Christian 

Church 



In 1948 an entry was added at the front (the west end) of the 
Church with doo rs on the north and south and a large window in 
west. This mad e the building seem larger and more comfortable 
elimination of direct drafts when the entry doors were opened. 

the 
by the 

The 
outside bricks were also pointed the same year. 

In 1951 the Church was redecorated by lowering the ceiling and 
covering the walls with a celotex material which resulted in 
beautifying the sanctuary and served as insulation as well as 
converting this room into one of the finest auditoriums because of 
its splendid acoustics. The cost for these improvements was over 
$15,000.00, which was collected above the Church budget. 

Old Union Church in 1950 
after remodeling of inside 
and the adding of a vest
ibule and basement. 

Dedication of Church 
Remodeling in 1950. 
Trustees left to right: 
Earl Bozell, Wayne Bozell 
Clyde Devore (architect) 
William Hill, Verle Brown 
Albert Clark, Cecil Zigler 
Rev. Chandler (speaker) 
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The Ladies Aid Society seeing the need for the finer things of 
beauty and comfort purchased and installed new carpeting which was in 
use at the time of the dedication of the redecorated Church. 

One of the most successful projects ever undertaken by the 
Church was a farm sale held in 1951. Many items had been donated and 
others had been placed on consignment with a percentage to go to the 
Church. The fence was removed and the field of Cecil Zigler, next to 
the Church, was filled with machinery, tools, and all sorts of items 
for sale. A beautiful day added to the success of the sale, but no 
doubt the prime factor of its great success was the harmony and good 
will apparent in all the work of the officers, committees and members 
who once more had proved that in union there is strength. Although 
the $2347.30 which was cleared for use of the work of the Church was 
important, the spirit in which the entire event had been conducted 
was remembered long after the money was spent and what it bought had 
been forgotten. 

Again in 1951 a new roof was installed, and a new Hammond Organ 
was purchased in 1952. In 1954 the coal furnace was converted to gas 
which eliminated a great deal of work and dirt. 

In 1956 for the first time the Church owned a well, 133 feet 
deep with plenty of water. This cost $720.08 and was a great 
convenience in cleaning the building and preparing meals for certain 
occasions and in many ways adding to the comfort and welfare of our 
members. 

The Sunday School was growing and with an average attendance of 
about 181 we again needed more room. Two rooms were built at the 
east end of the building, one on the level of the main floor and one 
in the basement in 1956. A building fund was started about this time 
anticipating c ontinued growth and future need. A chicken barbecue 
became an annual affair and the first year more than six hundred 
per sons attended an d we cleared $523.30. 

Not the least of our success stories of 1956 was the addition of 
twenty-three members, bringing the total membership to two hundred 
twelve. 

fl. 

1958 Beginner's Class 1958 Junior Choir 
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During an electrical storm in April of 1958 lightning damaged 
the building to the extent of $1062, but fortunately no fire resulted 
and we were able to continue our schedule without interruption. 

In August of 1969 Rev. Ray Bozell retired as pastor of our 
Church after having served fourteen continuous years since 1945. 
During his pastorate, 90 members were added to the Church. 

On April 2. 1968 land across the road to the north of the Church 
was purchased for a parsonage site. This consisted of approximately 
.87 acre. 

On March 24 9 1968 the Ladies Aid Society presented the Church a 
new piano which they had purchased for $625. The Church can be proud 
of its worship through music from the standpoints of the fine 
instruments and the many splendid voices that have been in the choirs 
and congregation and from the dedication of the musicians. 

Rev. Earl Lashley resigned as pastor effective November 5, 1961. 
and Rev. E. 0. Davis accepted the call to Old Union starting Sunday, 
November 12, 1961. 

The time had come now in 1961 that the need for a parsonage 
seemed quite apparent and the building committee consisting of: 
Cecil Zigler, Ernest Bozell, Don Repp, Neil . Coy and Jean Neville, 
worked together to accomplish this at a total cost of $17,289.74. 
The home was built by Wendel's Inc. of Columbus, with the wiring, 
painting, etc. done by the congregation. The home has three bedrooms 
with utility room, pastor's study, and garage areas in the full base
ment. The first to occupy the new parsonage were Rev. and Mrs. E. 0. 
Davis. 

Old Union Church 
parsonage 1991 

An important decision made in 1961 was the proposal for the 
Congregational Christian Churches to merge with the Evangelical and 
Reformed Churches to create the United Church of Christ. The 
congregation voted to become a part of this realizing that "united we 
stand---divided we fall" and believing that with closer fellowship 
with mankind we can best fulfill our Christian obligation. Head
quarters of the United Church of Christ for Indiana-Kentucky Con
ference is in Indianapolis. 
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The budget for 1962 was a total of $6726.80 with $4200.00 being 
the pastor's salary. 

In 1962 a security light was installed in the church yard and 
like so many of the good things we enjoyed,t the cost of this was paid 
by the Ladies Aid Society. 

In September of 1962 the congregations of the Old Union and 
Clifford United Church of Christ voted to begin a yoked relationship 
under which our pastor would serve both. 

Rev. Davis left Old Union with his last Sunday being October 28, 
1962. Rev. Norman Jackson served as supply pastor from November 4, 
1962 to August 25, 1963. On September 1, 1963. Rev. Jerry D. Boyer 
came bringing his family and served Old Union as pastor until July 
11, 1965. 

In the fall of 1963 the Old Union Choir presented a program for 
the German Township Farm Bureau at the Taylorsville Grade School. 

Participates were: 
.Rosalyn Hampton 
Connie Clark 
Rosalyn Hill 
Judy Pruitt 
Helen Fulkerson 
Joan Boyer 
Ethel Bozell 
Leona Bozell 
Helen Pruitt 
Ola Bozell 
Roy Bozell 
Donald Bozell 
Mike Fulkerson 
Roy Clark 
Max Bozell 
Earl Bozell 

Then on Sunday July 18, 1965 Rev. Clyde K. Hunter along with his 
family started serving at Old Union. 

A memorial fund was started in 1965 with the first money given 
in memory of Brother Albert Clark. This fund of memorials and other 
gifts were set aside for future purchase of new pews. 

The Church officers for 1966 were: Moderator, Max Bozell; 
Clerk, Bernice Zigler; Treasurer, Forest Oaks, and Sunday School 
Superintendent, Russell Wilson. 

Missionaries from Mexico, Samuel and Mary Ellen Smith were at 
our Church to show slides and tell of their work on the evening of 
May 15, and we were challenged to be more concerned about the 
unevangelized and needy people of the world at this meeting. 

Daily Vacation Bible School was conducted at our Church each 
morning during the week of June 20, with an average attendance of 33, 
and a good turn out for the final program. Several of our youth 
attended Church camps during the summer, and Steve Coy assisted as a 
camp counselor. 



Many special events were observed during the 158th year in 1966 
including: Revival--Pre-Easter Services were attended by almost as 
many as our regular morning worship services, at which several 
accepted Christ or transferred to our Church by letter (21 members 
entered the Church in April). On the 29th, the last Sunday in May, 
special Memorial services were held in the cemetery honoring our 
veterans. The eighth grade and high school graduates of our Church 
conducted the Morning Worship Service (all but the sermon) on June 5, 
showing that they not only achieved academic success, but were 
interested in spiritual matters as well. On June 12, fourteen 
candidates were baptized in the Flat Rock River at the north side of 
the Steinbarger Bridge (one was from the Clifford Church). Our new 
Church Constitution was finished and adopted in July. The Building 
Leaders Class had plates prepared with the picture of our Church and 
parsonage to be sold as souvenirs in honor of our Sesquicentennial 
Year. The youth group sold photographed postcards of the Church. 
Homecoming Sunday, September 11, was a day which brought together 
many old friends for a basket dinner, a display of old pictures, and 
an afternoon service at which Dr. Simon A. Bennett who served as 
Conference Superintendent for many years, spoke. 

Seven members who had joined the Church in 1907 were honored at 
the 1966 Homecoming. They were: Rev. Ray Bozell, Earl and Nena 
Bozell, Stroder Bozell, Hazel Lain, Forest Oaks, and Delphia Roupp. 
Also present was Mrs. Pansy Bringle, who had become a member in 1906, 
but later joined the Methodist Church. A gift was given to Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Wheaton for having come the greatest distance (280 miles) 
to attend the services. 

A new gas furnace and new glass and aluminum entry doors were 
purchased and installed in the summer and fall of 1966, Church out
side railings repaired and painted, the parsonage painted, Church 
storm windows contracted for, the vestibule redecorated, the Church 
partially tuck pointed, basement floors repainted, etc. 

October 16. 1966. marked another milestone in the history of Old 
Union Church with a Mortgage Burning Service during the Morning Wor
ship Service. Dale Zigler read the following report: 

"In 1960 land was purchased across the road north 
of the Church from Herbert and Lillian Hopkins at a 
cost of $1300.00. 

"In 1961 a committee was appointed to choose a plan 
for the parsonage. The committee consisted of: Cecil 
Zigler, Chairman of the Board of Trustees; Donald Repp, 
Ernest Bozell, Neil Coy and Jean Neville. 

"The work on the parsonage began in November of 1961 
by Wendel's Inc. on their bid of $12,976.30. The terrain 
of the location required a great deal of extra fill. 
The fill dirt was do~ated by Burnside Gravel Co. 

"Electrical work was donated by Floyd Long and David 
Chrisman. Cleaning and painting were done by the 
women of the Church. 

"In addition to the contract for general construction, 
hauling of dirt for fill was $1244.60; grading by LaBrec, 
$676.09; architect fee, $80.00; finishing floors, paint, 
electric supplies, tile for study floor, cement blocks, 
fence and yard work all amounted to $2312.75, making a 



total of $17,289.74. The parsonage was finished and 
ready to move into in March of 1962. 

"Rev. and Mrs. E. 0. Davis were the first to occupy 
the new house. Glen Fulkerson served as Moderator of the 
Church from 1959 to 1963 during the planning and building 
of the parsonage. Cecil Zigler the Chairman of Trustees, 
was also appointed to over see and to coordinate this 
work, and though he was not well, he accomplished the 
seemingly impossible task and was given marvelous energy 
and strength by our Heavenly Father to complete the task. 

"To all of those who contributed time, advice and 
money, we are deepfy grateful, and thankful to God for His 
granting us much success in this important undertaking. 

"Max Bozell served as moderator from 1963 to 1966. 
Ed Pruitt has served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
since 1963. The Church borrowed $10,000.00 on April 14, 
1962. All has been paid." 
Following the Litiny of Dedication, Ed P ruitt and Max Bozell 

burned the mor t gag e. 
A "Week of Renewal" was conducted during the week of October 

23-30, 1966. with Rev . William L. Chapman of Sulphur Springs as the 
evangelist. He used as a general theme for the meeting II Chronicles 
7: 14, "If my people,. wh.ich are called by my name,. shall humble 
themselves,. and pray,. and seek my face,. and t:urn from t:he.i.r w.i.cked 
ways; then w.i.11 I hear from heaven,. and w.i.11 forg.i.ve t:he.i.r s.i.n,. and 
w.i.11 heal t:he.i.r land. 11 It was a helpful and fruitful experience for 
the entire Church, and it is hoped that the effects of this meeting 
and the other events of that year was so far reaching that it can be 
thought of as the "year of renewal." 

An appropriate quotation put out by the Merom Renewal Project 
emphasizes the spiritual aspects along with such scriptures as Hosea 
10:1 2; Proverbs 22:28; Psalms 127:1; I Corinthians 3:1-23. The quo
tation follows: "We have discovered this about renewal. The word 
renew means to make new again, t o restore to freshness, to rebuild or 
to revive. It is descriptive of a dynamic process. When we speak of 
the renewal of the Church we refer to the dynamics of the Church 
which are concerned with the unfolding of its life. Persons make up 
the Church. A renewed Church is one whose people realize they are 
part of a dynamic process which involves each one of them. Growth is 
gradual. It is a symptom of life and stops at death. As a plant is 
encouraged to grow by proper care and cultivation, so we must encour
age each other to grow. We are to call forth the life potential 
within all persons. A person grows when his life responds to the 
life and changes around him. As a person becomes a part of the re
newing process, he can participate in the renewal of the institutions 
which serve him. With others, he is able to rediscover the mission 
of these institutions in terms of service in the world." 

The actual 150th Anniversary Day was November 27. 1966, with the 
re gular Morning Worship Services, a pit ~h-in dinner at 12:30, and a 
Rededication Service at 1:30 with Dr. Harry W. Bredeweg, the Con
ference Superintendent, speaking. 

Also at that servi ce two new deacons, John Pence and Edward 
Pruitt , were ordai n ed an d installed, and a museum of many memorable 
pictures and item s was set up in the back room. 
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Officers for 1967 were: Moderator, Robert Rund; Ass't Moderator, 
Garnett Winchester, Jr.; Clerk, Bernice Zigler; Ass't Clerk, Leona 
Bozell; Treasurer, Forest Oaks; Trustees: Wayne Neville, Ola Bozell, 
Dale Zigler, Robert Rund, Bob McKinney, Ransom Roupp; and Sunday 
School Superintendent, Russell Wilson. 

Rev. Clyde K. Hunter, who had served as interim and part-time 
minister since July 18, 1965, became the full-time pastor of the 
Clifford and Old Union Churches on April 1. 1967. At this time he 
discontinued his work as Director of Testing at the Atterbury Job 
Corps Center. Since the Hunters did not wish to move until after the 
close of school, there was ample time to clean up, fix up, and paint 
up the parsonage. Many hours were donated by members on these 
projects, and all the rooms were redecorated and a new carpet laid in 
the living room and hall. The Hunters were moved into the parsonage 
on May 27, 1967, with members help using their trucks and supplying 
food . The Hunters were blessed with a new daughter, Ruth, on July 
12. 

An event with real significance for our · Church was the recog
nition of Rev. Ray Bozell's s•th anniversary o~ ordination with a 
pitch-in meal and afternoon service at our Church on October 15, 
1967. The afternoon speaker was Dr. Bredeweg, our Conference 
Minister, and there was time for testimonials and reminiscences from 
each of the 7 churches Bro. Ray had pastored. A personal gift of 
$200 was presented to him and the remaining $900 collected in his 
honor, was designated to be used to purchase new pulpit furniture for 
Old Union. 

We feel that we have had good evangelistic meeting in the past. 
From November 26 through December 3, 1967, Rev. Bert Reed from 
Columbus, Indiana was our evangelist. 

Old Union and Clifford Churches had an impressive joint New 
Year's Eve Service at the Clifford Church with the youth from Old 
Union putting on a Christmas play and Clifford youth ended it with a 
pageant before the communion service which was held at midnight. 

In 1968 the pastor's annual salary was $6,432.30, with Clifford 
paying $2144.10 and Old Union paying $4288.20. The janitor was paid 
$50.00 per month. The treasurer's report for January 1968 was as 
follows: Church Fund, $1776.65; Building Fund, $1651.24; Benevolence 
Fund, $4.45; and Cemetery Fund, $659 .. 18. _ 

During Holy Week of 1968, we had Richard Polley and his sister, 
Mrs. Robert (Janet) Hill, from the First Nazarene Church of Columbus, 
Indiana, as evangelistic singers, and Rev. Hunter did the preaching 
except for two nights when we saw the "King of Kings" film. The 
choir performed an Easter cantata and the youth presented a pantomine 
at the sunrise service. r 

March 22, 1968 was Tree Plant:ing Day. The trees in the Church 
yard were trimmed and some new trees planted in the parsonage lawn. 
Since most of the new trees did not live, Roy Bozell and Rev. Hunter 
planted 5 soft maple trees which had been obtained from the bottoms 
behind Stroder Bozell's house. These all lived. 

Some other happenings during the year were: On February 25, the 
youth sponsored the singing quartet The Bethel Ambassadors. On April 
21, the Elmhurst College Choir sang at an afternoon special session. 
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An ice cream and strawberry supper was held on May 26 with a slide 
program on the Mexican Indian Mission by the Hunters and Fulkersons. 
A Baptismal service was held on June 9, with 7 from Old Union and 1 
from Clifford; another was on September 29, with 4 baptized, both 
were held at the Steinbarger Bridge after morning worship service. 
Several youth were sponsored to attend Summer Church Camps, mainly at 
Merom. A group of youth attended a Youth Conference at Taylor 
University March 29-31. October 7-11, some of members attended a Lay 
Institute for Evangelism in Columbus. Mrs. Gifford Towle, a 
missionary from India spoke on October 27. A New Year's Eve party 
was held at the Church. 

New light oak pulpit furniture was purchased from the $900 
collected to honor Rev. Ray Bozell. This led to a complete remodeling 
of our sanctuary. Light ranch oak pulpit furniture, pews, and choir 
railings were obtained. The pews were padded and set in such a way 
that there would now be a center aisle, especially appropriate for 
weddings and funerals. The pulpit area was reorganized to provide 
for both a pulpit and lecturn. The heat registers were changed to 
baseboard registers. The sanctuary floor was repaired in spots where 
it was sagging, etc. New red wall-to-wall carpeting was obtained, 
new paneling was placed around the santuary 5 feet high and the 
window frames were painted white. New hymals, pew Bibles, and coat 
racks were also purchased. A new organ and piano was given by Carl 
and Laura Heflen in memory of their parents. The Ladies Aid cleaned 
and painted the upstairs classrooms. Then, storage closets were 
built in the upstairs classrooms, a speaker system was given and 
installed for use in the nursery, etc., and two dehumidifiers were 
purchased for the basement. The kitchen was rearranged to allow for 
larger Sunday School area. 

The piano and organ given 
by Carl and Laura Heflen 
in memory of their parents. 

Carl and Laura Heflen-1968 
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All of these improvements were completed and dedicated at a 
Homecoming Service on Sunday. May 19. 1968. with the total cost of 
nearly $8511.11. not including the piano and organ, all having been 
paid in full. Rev. Russell Siferd, a former pastor, spoke, and sev
eral neighboring ministers and churches participated in the services. 

CHURC H SANCTUARY 1968 

The Church officers f or 1969 were : Moderator , Ga r nett Wi nche s 
ter, Jr. ; Ass ' t Moderator, Robert McKinney; Clerk , Bernice Zigler ; 
Ass ' t Clerk, Gladys Ri tzline; Treasurer, Forest Oaks; New Trustees, 
Dale Zigler , and Pat Kyle. The treasurer's report for January was : 
Church Fund, $2869.58; Benevolence Fund, $1.03; Building Fund, 
$764.39; and Cemetery Fund, $514.18. 

Old Union served as host to the Edinburgh Community World Day of 
Prayer Service on March 7 with over 60 in attendance. An offering of 
$55.75 was collected to be sent to mission projects. 

Then for Holy Week of 1969, we had Mr. Polley and Mrs. Hill back 
for the music and Dr. James A. DeWeerd as evangelist. The attendance 
at the seven nights of services averaged 95, the best for any recent 
revival. 

As of March 31, the Clifford Church asked to be relieved of the 
yoke relationship they ' d had with Old Union since September, 1962 for 
financial reasons. Old Union retained Rev. Hunter as a full-time 
pastor. On May 4, Old Union was host to the Southeast Indiana Assoc
iation of United Church of Christ. 

During the winter and spring of 1969, the basement ceiling and 
shelves were enclosed and the basement was completely painted. Much 
of the work was done by the members. 

A pitch-in supper meeting was held July 27, 1969 for Samuel and 
Mary Ellen Smith , missionaries to Mexico. In September, Roy and 
Agnes Bozell donated the Bible stand for the communion table. 
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A camp out was held the weekend of August 24, at the Heflen 
Camp, with a canoe trip down the river and vesper services and a 
baptismal service. 

1969 campout and canoe trip 
at Heflen Park. PICTURED: 
Garnett Winchester, Jim 
Pence, John Repp. Maxine 
Repp. and Rev. Hunter. 
IN CANOE: DeeDee Neville, 
and Cathy Griffith. 

New officers for 1971 were: Trustees, Thomas Lain and Wayne 
Neville. The treasurer's report was as follows: Church Fund 
$1229.75; Building Fund $2301.63; Benevolence Fund $47.70; and 
Cemetery Fund $561.91. 

In January, a memorial was given in honor of Charles Hunter 
(Rev. Clyde Hunter's father). with which a book library was started. 
The old commumion table was given to the Bethel Homeplace for Boys. 
A gift of brass flower vases were given by Mr. & Mrs. Dale Mutz in 
memory of Hallie (Mrs. Ray) Bozell, being dedicated on Mothers' Day. 

For Holy Week services, we had Rev. Bert Reed from Columbus as 
our evangelist. 

In May 1970, Rev. Hunter attended a Billy Graham school of evan
gelism. 

Then in the late summer of 1970, a new roof was put on the 
sanctuary. and the eaves were repaired and painted, the work being 
contracted by Aaron Oglesbee at a cost of $900. Fire extinguishers 
were donated and placed in the Church in the fall of 1970 by Dale 
Zigler and Forest Oaks. 

On October 31, a Halloween party was held in the Ed Pruitt yard. 
The Sunday before Thanksgiving, a pitch-in supper was held with a 
special service following and a THANKS offering being taken. 

Rev. Hunter called at each home in most of the additions around 
Old Union and in Taylorsville, making cards for each family not re
gularly attending church elsewhere, which provided us with families 
to try to reach for Christ and the Church. We also had series of 
Bible studies on Sunday nights for the entire congregation to help 
the spiritual life of our Church. Our children's choir would sing 
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specials during Sunday School and the adult choir during Morning 
Worship, as well as during revivals, for Easter Cantatas, etc., under 
the able leadership of Ola Bozell with Wilma Oaks at the piano and 
Betty Pence at the organ. Helen Pruitt faithfully led the Sunday 
School singing. This good music also helped the spiritual life of 
our Church. 

The Church officers for 1971 were: Moderator, Garnett Winches
ter, Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Thomas Lain; Clerk, Bernice Zigler; Ass't 
Clerk, Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, Forest Oaks ; Trustees; Dale 
Zigler, Pat Kyle, Thomas Lain, Wayne Neville, Albert Clark, Ransom 
Roupp; Sunday School Superintendent, Russell Wilson. 

The treasury report for the beginning of 1971 was: Church Fund 
$1462.58; Building Fund $2549.00; Benevolence Fund $4.55; and 
Cemetery Fund $714.66. 

From March 28 through April 4, Rev . William Chapman of Sulphur 
Springs, was the evangelist for the Holy Week services with an 
average attendance of 61. During worship service on Easter Sunday 
the choir performed a cantata. 

Committees for our 155th Anniversary were: Agnes Bozell, Bernice 
Zigler and Helen Fulkerson for the booklet; · Glen Fulkerson, Ola Boz
ell and Leona Bozell for the program. The Homecoming and Anniversary 
Day was held on May 16, 1971, with regular morning services, a pitch
in meal at 12:00 and an inspiring program at 1:30 with the new Assoc
iate Conference Minister of our denomination's state office, Rev. 
Donald Buckthal as the speaker. We awarded special certificates to 
all who had been members of our Church for 50 years or longer. 

Members that received certif
icates for having been members 
for 50 years or more were: 
Hazel Lain, Delphia Roupp, 
Frank Roupp, Walter Bueche, 
Ray Bozell, Stroder Bozell, 
and Forest Oaks. 

Rev. Hunter served as a delegate to the General Synod from June 
24-June 30. Rev. Ray Bozell filled the pulpit on June 27 in his 
absence. 

A Father-Son banquet was held on June 25, 1971 , with the 
Tri-County Men's Quartet presenting a program. The annual Church 
picnic was held in July at Heflen Park. A Halloween party and 
hayride was enjoyed in October in Ed Pruitt's yard. 
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