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Laura He11en, a member in her youth and 
rejoined October 27, 1963, died on March 
22 ,1990 leaving a bequest of $10,000 to Old 
Union Church. The anniversary booklets 
have been paid from this bequest and are 
dedicated to her in loving memory. 
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During October, storm windows were installed in the Church, 
helping to retain heat and improving the appearance of the windows. 

Marilyn Snyder, a missionary for OMS Missions from Hong Kong, 
was our guest speaker on December 12. 

December 19 was the last Sunday that we were honored to have 
Rev. Clyde Hunter as our minister. 

The treasurer's report for January 1972 was as follows: Church 
Fund $1472.59; Building Fund $2944.27; Benevolence Fund $227.55; and 
Cemetery Fund $674.97. 

On January 2, 1972, Rev. Clair Bixler starting serving as mini
ster to Old Union Church. His wife, Beatrice, shared many special 
solos, having written many of the selections, during his pastorate. 

During April and May the south steps of the Church were repaired 
and a walk was added in front of the parsonage. Also the outside of 
the Church and parsonage were painted and repaired costing $1293.75. 

A Mother-Daughter banquet and program was held on May 7. The 
annual Church picnic at Heflen Park was on August 1. Another Hallo
ween party and hayride was enjoyed at Ed Pruitt's. A New Year's Eve 
watch with games, refreshments, and a midnight service was held at 
the Church. 

The clerk reported that during 1972, 12 members removed their 
membership by letter, 1 member died, and there were 2 new members. 

The Church officers for 1973 were: Moderator, Garnett Winches
ter, Jr.; Ass ' t Moderator, Tom Lain; Clerk, Bernice Zigler; Ass't 
Clerk, Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, Forest Oaks; Trustees; Dale Zigler 
Max Bozell, Albert Clark, Ransom Roupp, Wayne Neville, and Tom Lain. 

Treasurer's report for 1973: Church Fund $1662.72; Building Fund 
$2920.64; Benevolence Fund $264.95; and Cemetery Fund $578.49. The 
pastors' salary was $143.00 per week. 

The third Sunday in January we had a Gideon speaker during the 
morning worship service. Also in January $1000 was sent to the 
Conference for OCWM missions. 

Rev. Bixler resigned with his last Sunday being January 6, 1974. 
Geo rg e Beidelman served as intrim-pastor. 

January, 1974 treasury balance was: Church Fund $759.57; Build
ing Fund $3418.84; Benevolence Fund $233.67; Cemetery Fund $419.84; 
Memorial Fund $204.00. 

In March the belfry was repaired with vinyl siding at a cost of 
$147.00. Also in March new caulking was done around all the doors 
and windows. In June the parsonage was painted and minor repairs 
done. 

On June 23 Bradford Seaman, a student at the Christian Theolog
ical Seminary in Indianapolis, started serving as pastor to Old 
Union. 

Treasurer's report for 1975 was: Church Fund $1851.11; Building 
Fund $3632.24; Benevolence Fund $175.67; Cemetery Fund $336.90. 

On January 19 a Gideon speaker held the morning worship service. 
New carpet was purchased in January for the rest of basement. 

Also security lights outside the Church were installed. The Ladies 
Aid continually pays those operating expenses. During the summer a 
new outside Church sign register was built. 

Garnett Winchester Jr. was installed as a deacon of Old Union 
Church on March 30, 1975 . 

A Bus Committee was formed in July to research the possibility 



of a Church bus. The committee was: Frank Hammons, John Pence and 
Glen Fulkerson. 

The Church officers for 1976 were: Moderator, Garnett Winches
ter, Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Linda Pruitt; Ass't 
Clerk, Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, Garnett Winchester, Sr.; Trustees: 
Dale Zigler, Max Bozell, Wayne Neville, Garnett Winchester, Sr., 
Frank Hammons and Ransom Roupp. 

Treasurer's report for 1976: Church Fund $1851.11; Building 
Fund $3961.46; Benevolence Fund $529.67; and Cemetery Fund $288.09. 
The pastor's salary was $155.00 a week. 

In January the Sunday School and Church funds were combined into 
one treasury. A Church offering was taken for the SHARE program of 
the United Church of Christ totaling $523.38. 

A special program was given on January 25 in honor of Bernice 
Zigler who held the office of clerk from April 1, 1945 through 
December 1975 and for Forest Oaks who held the office of treasurer 
from August 21, 1932 through December 1975. 

During the spring Pastor Seaman and his wife Debbie attended a 
Minister and Wife retreat. May 2 was honored as Youth Sunday with 
the youth taking charge of Sunday School and Church services, with 
the theme being "Wh_v Go T"o Church f"". 

A beautiful stained glass Memorial window depicting Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane was completed with the funding from the Memorial 
Fund and the Ladies Aid. A marble window sill was donated by Mr. Bo
Witt to be placed under the window. A Memorial plaque was placed on 
the wall beside the window with the names of those in whose memory 
donations were made. A picture of the stained glass memorial window 
is located on the back cover of this booklet. 

The following are in whose 
memory this plaque is dedicated: 
Mary Conner, Earl & Nena Bozell, 
Maude Graham, Harold Talbert, 
Kenneth Winn, Arthur Fullen, 
Cecil Zigler, Ray & Hallie Bozell 
Albert & Ida Clark, Lawson 
Williams, Vivian Rutan, John & 
Ada Bozell, Trula Clark, Blanche 
Pence, Mary Chrisman, Elsie Scott 
Ollie O. Hill Family, Mary Pence, 
Alvin Hoeltke, Roy Neville, and 
Wayne A. Hedman. 

Special mission services were held for OMS Missions starting 
with Maundy Thursday service and a pitch-in dinner. On Saturday a 
Men's Prayer breakfast, a Ladies Bible study, and a Children's lesson 
and craft time was held. On Easter Sunday, April 18, the morning 
worship service topic was on OMS Missions with a special offering 
taken totaling $3380.20. 

In April central air conditioning was installed at the parson
age and window air conditioners at the Church. Also at this time, 
the Church basement lights were fixed, a wooden door placed between 
the two basement rooms, and the kitchen sink repaired and additional 
shelving built at the parsonage. 



Sunday, May 16, was family night with the movie "Johnny Lingo". 
On Sunday, July 4, the annual Church picnic was held at Heflen 

Park commerating the Nation's Bicentennial. 
In July 1976, a new refrigerator and water softening unit was 

purchased for the parsonage. Also the stained glass window in 
vestibule of the Church was repaired because vandals had thrown a 
brick and damaged it. A heavier clear glass plate was installed 
covering the window to protect it. The expense above the insurance 
settlement was paid for by the Ladies Aid. 

A farewell dinner was held on September 26 for the Pastor Seaman 
family. The Seaman's moved to Marion, Illinois to fill the pastorate 
at Marion First Church of the Nazarene. 

George Beidleman served as the intrim minister from October 3, 
1976 to January 9 , 1977. 

The 1977 Church officers were: Moderator, Gary Roupp; Ass't 
Moderator, Sandy Hammons; Clerk, Linda Pruitt; Ass't Clerk, Lisa 
Clark; Treasure r , Garnett Winchester, Sr.; Trustees; Dale Zigler, 
Faye Hill, Wayne Neville, Garnett Winchester, Sr., Ransom Roupp, and 
Frank Hammons. 

The treasurer's report was: Church Furid $2869.28; Building Fund 
$4021.39; Benevolence Fund $690.09; and cemetery Fund $512.09. 

Walter Horlander served as the intrim minister from January 23 
to July 31. 

Rev. Charles Bell gave a trial sermon on May 29 and accepted the 
call to Old Union as full time pastor with an annual salary of 
$10 , 000.00. He and his wife, Kathryn, began serving at Old Union 
August 7 on a full-time basis. 

New carpeting and curtains were purchased for the pastor's 
study, and a general cleaning of the parsonage was completed for the 
arrival of Rev. Bell. 

A daily Vacation Bible School was held for the children in June. 
Their daily offering totaling $68.00 was sent to OMS Missions. The 
annual Church picnic was held at Heflen Park on July 17. 

A second restroom was installed October 1977 which would be the 
Lad i es Room, and the Men's Room was repaired. 

1978 officers were: Moderator, Gary Roupp; Ass't Moderator, 
Sandy Hammons; Clerk, Betty Pence; Ass't Clerk, Helen Fulkerson; 
Treasurer, John Dale Pence; Trustees; Garnett Winchester Sr., Wayne 
Neville, Faye Hill, Ransom Roupp, Frank Hammons, Dale Zigler; and 
Sunday School Superintendent, Frank Hammons. 

The treasurer's report was: Church Fund $5928.95, Building Fund 
$5535.70 , Benevolence Fund $722.69, and Cemetery Fund $ 171.96. 

We had an Easter Sunrise service in March with the youth 
preparing a breakfast afterwards. 

Two new deacons were installed April 16, 1978, Gary Roupp and 
Michael Winchester. 

A Baptismal service was conducted by Rev. Bell on June 25 at the 
Edinburgh Christian Church for Betty Dodd, Patty Dodd, and Jolinda 
Dodd. 

Kathy Kyle, Ann Hammons, and Jolinda Dodd represented the youth 
at the Indiana-Kentucky Conference. Ann Hammons served as a page. 
Barbara Kyle, Ed Hammons, Ann Hammons, and Patty Dodd represented Old 
Union on a United Church of Christ youth sponsored trip to New York 
and Washington D.C. June 14-22. A trip was made by the youth and the 



Ladies Aid to Kings Island on July 19. 
A new Church constitution was adopted on July 17. The consti

tution committee was Garnett Winchester. Jr., Ola Bozell, John D. 
Pence, Gary Roupp and Rev. Bell. 

In July the custodian salary was increased to $25.00 per week. 
The annual Church picnic was on August 6 at Heflen Park. Floyd Long 
donated his time and supplies for several electrical repairs in the 
Church. Other repairs on the Church furnance, and the fixing of the 
hand railings on both front porches were also completed. 

Youth Sunday was on October 22, with the youth having charge of 
the entire Sunday School and Church services. 

The treasurer's report for 1979 was: Church Fund $3995.88; 
Building Fund $8499.54; OCWM $1511.69; Cemetery $148.96; and Sunday 
School $288.88. 

The Church officers for 1979 were: Moderator, Sandy Hammons; 
Ass't Moderator, Garnett Winchester Jr.; Clerk, Betty Pence; Ass't 
Clerk, Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, John Dale Pence; Trustees; Frank 
Hammons, Ransom Roupp, Faye Hill, Dale Zigler, Roy Clark and Bryan 
Westerfeld. 

The membership register for Old Union Church was up dated 
reporting 80 inactive members and 92 active members. 

On Saturday evening, February 24, a farewell supper was given 
for Pastor and Kathryn Bell at which a gift certificate was pre
sented to them. Pastor Bell's last Sunday was February 25. 

Rev. Christine Minor served as Interim minister at $125.00 a 
week from March until June 3. A get acquainted supper was held on 
March 25 for Rev. Minor. 

Vacation Bible School was held from June 11-15 with 57 enrolled. 
Bryan and Joan Westerfeld donated $50.00 for the purchase of VBS 
guest incentives. A Kings Island trip was taken on June 18 by the 
youth and adults. In July, Kathy Kyle and Jolinda Dodd were pages at 
the Indiana-Kentucky Conference. 

Rev. Robert Trueblood started serving as supply minister for our 
pulpit on July 8 and on August 19 became our full time pastor. The 
annual Church picnic was held on July 22 and was a time to get 
acquainted with Robert and Phyllis Trueblood. 

A fall rummage sale in the Church basement brought in $339.44. 
Church officers for 1980 were: Moderator, Sandy Hammons; Ass't 

Moderator, Garnett Winchester Jr.; Clerk. Betty Pence; Ass't Clerk, 
Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, John Dale Pence; Trustees; Frank Hammons, 
Dale Zigler, Mid Winchester, Roy Clark, Ransom Roupp, and Robert 
Gabbard; and Sunday School Superintendent, Mike Winchester. 

1980 Treasurer's report was: Church Fund $3238.52; Building Fund 
$11,555.62; OCWM $2222.69; and Cemetery Fund $480.96. 

The Church clerk reported that for 1979 there were 92 active 
members, 80 inactive members, 5 new members, 2 transfers, 3 births, 2 
deaths, and a new minister. 

The Easter Sunrise service was conducted by the youth and they 
also prepared the breakfast. 

During the spring, the parsonage windows and guttering were 
painted; a spotlight was installed to shine on the stained glass 
window; and the Church basement was water proofed costing $1985.00. 

A new time schedule for Sunday services was initiated so that 
starting on Memorial Day week end services would begin at 9:00 and 



10:00 AM through Labor Day week end, with the rest of the year at 
9:30 and 10:30 AM. 

In -June, Bibles were presented to the graduating seniors. Also 
in June there was an evening program honoring Father's Day. 

The two upstairs Sunday School rooms were redecorated by 
painting, carpeting, mini blinds, etc. costing $2810.74. New tables 
and chairs were purchased for the upstairs class rooms in August. 

Total expenditures for 1980 were $27,991.29 and the total 
collections for the year were $25,530.30. Clerk's annual report 
stated 98 active members, 76 inactive members, 6 new members, 2 
deaths, and 3 transfers. 

The Church officers for 1981 were: Moderator, Garnett Winchester 
Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Sandy Hammons; Clerk, Betty Pence; Ass't Clerk, 
Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, John Dale Pence; Trustees; Mid Winches
ter, Roy Clark, Ransom Roupp, Robert Gabbard, Frank Hammons, and Dale 
Zigler; and Sunday School Superintendent, Helen Fulkerson. 

The 1981 treasurer's report was: Church Fund $269.51; Building 
Fund $11,843.03; OCWM $3100.69; and Cemetery Fund $546.37. 

0 n S u n d a y eve n i n g , A p r i 1 5 , th e f i l m "King o f Kings " w a s s h own . 
The youth of the Church presented the Easter Sunrise service and 
prepared the breakfast afterwards. We had a Gideon speaker on May 17 
and gave a contribution of $200.00. An ice cream-strawberry social 
was enjoyed by all in June. The strawberries were donated by Glen 
and Helen Fulkerson. 

A daily Vacation Bible School was held in June with the children 
enjoying Bible lessons, crafts, singing songs and presenting a final 
program on Sunday evening. Their daily offerings totaling $69.15 
were sent to Sam and Mary Ellen Smith in Mexico. 

The installation of new furnace and central air conditioning 
units added comfort to our services. They were purchased for 
$6964.00 with the trade in of the old units. Also a new metal door 
was installed at the basement for additional security. 

The annual clerk's report stated: 95 active members, 72 in
active members, 3 transfers, and 3 deaths. 
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The Church officers for 1982 were: Moderator, Garnett Winchester 
Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Sandy Hammons; Clerk , Betty Pence; Ass't Clerk, 
Helen Fulkerson; Treasurer, John Dale Pence; Ass't Treasurer, Alfreda 
Zigler; Trustees; John D. Pence , Mid Winchester, Lecia Clark, Ransom 
Raupp, Frank Hammons, and Dale Zigler; and Sunday School Superinten
dent, Helen Fulkerson. 

The treasurer's report was as follows: collected during the 
qua rter $7379.02; expenses for the quarter $14,023.67; remaining 
balance $9088.87; Memorial Fund $638.00. 

The insurance company covering the church property was changed 
in March to Home Insurance adding more coverage at less expense. 

In April $100.00 was sent to charity in memory of Dr. Harry 
Bredeweg, UCC Conference Minister. 

The annual Church picnic was held July 25 at Heflen Park. The 
deacons sponsered a corn roast supper on August 15, with a fellowship 
time following. 

A bequest of $500.00 for the Church was received Augu st 29 from 
Dorothy Everroad and was used to help renovate the ba se ment. 

A representative of the Christian International Missionary Edu
cational Service p r esented a slide program on November 7. A special 
Thanksgiving service and song fest was held with an offering being 
taken for the Altenheim UCC Home. 

The clerk's report for 1982 was: 91 active members, 69 inactive 
members, 3 transfers, and 4 deaths. 

The basement renovation was completed and consisted of detailed 
cleaning, painting, new kitchen cabinets, 3-hole kitchen sink, mini 
blinds and minor repairs costing $4678.84. We received donations in 
the amount of $2977.35 for this project. The Church bricks were al s o 
pointed for a cost of $1500.00. 

KITCHEN RENOVATION COMPLETED IN 1982 



The Church officers for 1983 were: Moderator, Gary Roupp; Ass't 
Moderator, Linda Pruitt; Clerk, Betty Roupp; Ass't Clerk, Helen Ful
kerson; Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Garnett 
Winchest~r Sr.; Trustees; Dale Zigler, Roy Clark, John D. Pence, 
Ransom Roupp, Mid Winchester and Lecia Clark; and Sunday School 
Superintendent, Mike Winchester and Pat Kyle completing the term. 

The treasurer reported the following for the 4th quarter: 
receipts $8010.09, expenses $10,419.95, and ending balance -$244.49. 

For Easter there was a Sunrise service held at the Church with a 
breakfast following consisting of biscuits, scrambled eggs, sausages, 
coffee, and orange juice prepared by the deacons. 

David Burnett from the First Christian Church in Columbus con
ducted the Morning Worship service while Rev. Trueblood was on 
vacation. 

The Ways and Means Committee consisting of Linda Pruitt, Maxine 
Repp, and Helen Fulkerson organized the following money making pro
jects. A white elephant (good useful wrapped items) auction was held 
at the annual Church picnic at Heflen Park on July 24 making $180.00. 
In the spring, $5.00 bills were passed out as seed money to plant 
(invest) and produce as bountiful a harvest as possible by Thanks
giving. At Thanksgiving we had a pitch-in supper with a THANKS 
service at which the harvest money was presented to the Lord by each 
individual or family. A homemade (hand cranked) ice cream social 
with home-baked pies and cakes was held August 6. A chili supper 
held on October 22, with a menu of chili s oup or hot dog, garlic 
bread, crackers, potato chips, veggie & cheese sticks, pie or cake 
and beverage. A corn roast and pitch-in was enjoyed on August 14 
with the deacons roasting outside. 

A memorable event in the recent history of Old Union was when we 
had a pictorial Church directory published. It was printed by 20th 
Century Publications in Indianapolis. The booklet included indivi
dual or family pictures, a member and constituency list, and a 
section of memorial pictures for recently deceased members. The 
directories were at no cost to the Church or individuals and each 
family received a directory. 

For an hour on Christmas eve there was a family communion time 
to meditate and partake of the Lord's supper. There was a New Years 
Eve watch with fellowship, games, refreshments, and a devotion time 
at midnight. 

For 1984 the Church officers were: Moderator, Gary Raupp; Ass't 
Moderator, Linda Pruitt; Clerk, Betty Roupp; Ass't Clerk, Helen 
Fulkerson ; Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Garnett Win
chester , Sr.; Trustees: Paul Williams, John D. Pence, Ransom Roupp, 
Dale Zigler , Mid Winchester, Lecia Clark; and Sunday School 
Superintendent, Helen Fulkerson. 

The treasurer's report was: Church Fund -$5982.41, Building 
Fund $10,322.85, Memorial Fund $760.00 and OCWM Fund $1621.04. 

Old Union participated with the Taylorsville United Methodist 
Church and the Clifford United Methodist Church at Taylorsville in a 
film series E#PHASIS ON THE FA#ILY on Sunday evenings from February 
26 to April 8. There were groups discussions following the films 
along with refreshments. 

The Edinburgh Community Churches held a joint Good Friday 
service with Old Union being a part of it. The Church deacons 



prepared a delicious Easter breakfast after the Sunrise Service. 
The Prayer Circle was initiated in May of 1984. The members met 

once a month to have a devotion time, and share concerns and to pray 
about those concerns. Any time someone reque ste d prayer, the circle 
would go into action by calling the person next in the circle, with 
each person being responsible for calling the next in line and 
explain the situation and to take a few minutes to pray for that 
concern. 

The Ways and Means Committee are responsible for the money 
making projects of the Church. For 1984 some of the proj ects were: 
a r ummage sale held in May clearing over $270.00 (t he left over items 
were donated to an agency in Franklin to help the needy); an ice 
cream and strawberry social in June; a white elephant auction was 
conducted at the annual Church picnic at Hefl en Park in July making 
$142.10; a chili supper on October 27 bringing in $425.83. 

At the Thanksgiving service canned goods were solicited and a 
THANKS OFFERING was taken and used at Christmas time to fix foo d 
baskets for some needy families in the community. This first year we 
provided for 3 families bringing a little more joy into their 
Christmas time. Al so in December a potato and oy ster soup supper was 
held as an evening of fellowship and Christmas caroling. A family 
communion night on Christmas Eve was open for anyone wanting to par
take and have a silent devotion time. A New Year' s Eve watch party 
was held in the basement, with a devotion time at midnight. 

The Board of Missionary Concerns is in charge of making the 
decisions for the Church as to whom our mission contributions are to 
be given. During 1984 the following gifts were sent: CROP program 
$200 . 00; Gideons $202.00; OCWM $1500.00; American Red Cro ss $200.00; 
Shepherd's Bethel $200.00; and Christian Haven Home $200.00. 

During the year 1985 the Church officer s were: Moderator , Linda 
Pruitt ; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Betty Roupp; Ass't Clerk , 
Betty Pence; Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Ed Pruitt; 
Trustees; Lecia Clark, Mid Winchester, Dale Zigler, Ransom Roupp, 
John D. Pence, Paul Williams; Sunday School Superintendent, Lecia 
Clark; and Ass ' t Superintendent, Helen Fulkerson. 

The treasurer's report was: Church Fund -$4573.91, Building 
Fund $9129.46, Memorial Fund $920.25 and OCWM Fund $312.15. 

In January the Church received a gift of $500.00 from Robert and 
Mary Wheaton who have remained faithful servants to Old Union even 
though living in Illinois. 

Pre-Easter revival services were conducted on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings with Denny Taylor, son-in-law of Neil 
and Ruth Coy, as the guest speaker and Marshall Fulkerson as the 
guest song leader. On Easter morning, April 14, Sunrise services 
were held with breakfast immediately following prepared by the 
deacons and Plessie Hamlin filling the pulpit for the morning worship 
service. 

Daily Vacation Bible School was held the second week in June. 
The children's daiiy offerings of $85.00 was given to Shepherd's 
Bethel which Glen and Helen Fulkerson personally delivered along with 
some clothing donations. 

Forest Oaks, being the oldest father at Old Union, was honored 
at a Father's Day Sunday evening service. 

The annual Church picnic on Sunday, July 28, at Heflen Park with 
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a white elephant auction being held after the meal. 
Some repairs during the summer were fixing the lead troughs and 

chimney of the Church, fixing and painting the trim on the parsonage 
and the planting of new shrubery at the parsonage. 

Sunday, August 18, was recognized as Gideon Sunday with a guest 
speaker and a special offering of $113.00 taken. 

Saturday, September 21, was declared general clean up day-inside 
and out-to do such things as wash windows, clear out cabinets, trim 
shrubery, etc. 

On Sunday, October 6, Old Union had its first Homecoming since 
1971. The day began with Sunday School and the children enjoying a 
puppet play by Stan and Pat Brandt. Following the morning worship 
service a pitch-in dinner was held in the basement. The luncheon 
committee was: Agnes Bozell, Maxine Repp, and Mid Winchester. A 
memorabilia display was in the upstairs class room to be viewed. 

The afternoon service, starting at 1:30, included special music 
by Lecia Clark, Commiskey Baptist Quartet & pianist, and the Old 
Union Church choir with Betty Pence and Wilma Oaks as musicians. 

Garnett Winchester Jr. gave a reading on the history of our 
Church's blessings titled Memory Lane. Rev. Clyde K. Hunter was the 
guest speaker using the scripture text Phillippians 4:4-13 and his 
message was entitled "YOU CAN--AS A CHRISTIAN G CHURCH". Mrs. Doris 
Hunter and their daughter Ruth were in attendance also. Other 
ministers in attendance were Bradford Seaman, his wife Debbie, and 
their children, Robert Trueblood and his wife, Phyllis. 

The program committee of Lecia Clark and Linda Pruitt honored 
the Ladies Aid for their 75th Anniversary by reading some of their 
history. They also designed and presented a banner in recognition of 
their 75th Anniversary to the Aids president, Helen Pruitt and the 
vice-president, Nancy Meyer. The banner is still displayed in the 
Church sanctuary. 

The committee also recognized and presented certificates and 
cross lapel pins to the following members of 50 years or more: 
Ernest Bozell (6-17-28), John Dale Bozell (2-27-28), Roy Donald 
Bozell (2-5-32), Earl Breeding (2-18-16), Noah Breeding (2-9-15), 
Howard Chambers (12-20-13), Fannie Cheshire (1-7-34), Floyd Clark 
(1-11-20), Lorene Henderson (2-5-32), Dorothy Hill (2-5-32), Hazell 
Lane (2-27-07), Forest Oaks (2-27-07) and Robert Wheaton (2-28-28). 

A Thanksgiving service was on Sunday evening, November 24, with 
communion and a THANKS offering taken for Christmas baskets. This 
year at Christmas time we helped four needy families with our food 
baskets. 

On Sunday, December 8, we had an oyster and potato soup supper 
followed by Christmas caroling in the sanctuary. Twenty-two people 
attended the New Years Eve watch party enjoying games, fellowship and 
a variety of snacks. 

The Church contributed to the following charitable organizations 
for the year: Shepherd's Bethel $600.00, American Red Cross for 
Mexico earthquake relief $200.00, Christian Haven Home $75.00, Ray 
Anderson Family $265.00, Neighbors in Need $73.00 and OCWM $750.00. 

Church officers for 1986 were: Moderator, Linda Pruitt; Ass't 
Moderator, Gary Raupp; Clerk, Betty Raupp; Ass't Clerk, Betty Pence; 
Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Ed Pruitt; Trustees; Dale 
Zigler, Paul Williams, Lecia Clark, Mid Winchester, Pat Brandt, Mark 
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Zigler; Sunday School Superintendent, Lecia Clark; and Ass't 
Superintendent, Helen Fulkerson. 

Treasurer's report was: Church Fund $1100.86, Building Fund 
$3296.87, and Memorial Fund $1010.25. 

Pre-Easter and Easter services were conducted by Rev. Trueblood. 
The deacons prepared the Easter sunrise breakfast. A fellowship 

social of ice cream, strawberries, pie and cake was enjoyed on June 
7 . 

The Daily Vacation Bible School was held June 16-20 in the 
evenings. The offerings brought by the children, totaling $80.50, 
was sent to Shepherd's Bethel, a mobile home villa ge for missionaries 
home on furlough. 

Since the Church was in dire need of a new roof, the Ways and 
Means committee was delegated for ways of financing this project. A 
white elephant auction held at the annual Church picnic in Helfen 
park on July 27 brought in $317.75 to go toward roof fund. 

The first annual pork chop barbecue was held on August 16. 
Gene Wint, a part time caterer, donated his time to do the grilling. 
The menu included pork chop or hot dog sandwich, baked potato, tomato 
wedges, cole slaw or applesauce, french bread, pie or cake, and 
beverage. All food and supplies were donated by the congregation, 
leaving us with a total profit of $1242.30 for the roof fund. 

The annual Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Eve services 
were all observed and Christmas basket s were given to four needy 
families in the community. 

Work was started in December by Daniels Construction of removing 
the old Church roof, installing new plywood, laying new s hingles, and 
s iding the belfry for a total cost of $6967.00. 

Church missions supported for the year were Shepherd's Bethel 
$465.00, Christian Haven Home $300.00, Samuel and Mary Ellen Smit h 
(missionaries to Mexico) $300.00, OCWM $300.00, Gideons $238 . 00, a 
Christian TV station $100.00 and other mis sions $1000.00. 

During 1987 the Church officers were: Moderator, Garnett 
Winchester, Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Betty Roupp; 
Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Ed Pruitt; Trustees; 
Lecia Clark, Mid Winchester, Mark Zigler, Pat Brandt, Dale Zigler, 
Paul Williams;. Sunday School Superintendent, Pat . Brandt and Ass't 
Sunday SchoQ l Superintendent, G~ry Roupp. 

Treasurer's report was: Church Fund $1827.68, Memo rial Fund 
$1082.75, Building Fund $6500.70, and Roof Fund $6577.77. 

Beginning February 15 through March 22, on Sunday evenings we 
participated in the family film series by Dr. James Dobson at the 
Taylorsville United Methodist Church. Discussion groups and 
refreshments followed each film. 

On April 16, we held a Maundy Thursday service in conjunction 
with the Taylorsville United Methodist Church, with their pastor Rev . 
Betty Allen bringing the message. Lloyd Stader was the guest song 
leader and sang several special solos. 

A specia l joint Easter Sunrise service on April 19 was conducted 
by the choirs of Taylorsville United Methodist an d Old Union at 
Heflen Park. Three crosses were constr ucted and placed to the east 
of the worship site, during the service the sun was rising up behind 
the crosses. A breakfast following the Sunrise service was then 
share d at Old Union prepared by the deacons. 



On Saturday, June 6, volunteers from the congregation worked 
hard all day cleaning up in and around the Church building. Windows 
were washed, paneling wa s polished, refrigerator and cabinets washed 
down, and the trees and shrubs were trimmed, etc. 

Vacation Bible School was a joint endeavor at the Taylorsville 
United Methodist Church during the second week of June. 

The annual Church picnic was held on July 26 at Heflen Park with 
chicken and ham furnished and a white elephant auction following the 
meal bringing in $355.50. The second annual po rk chop barbeque was 
held in August and brought in $987.20. 

A food pantry was started in August and has continued since. 
The first Sunday of each month being designated as food pantry day 
for the congregation to bring non-perishable food items. The 
Thanksgiving offering is also used to purchase additional perishable 
food items. These items are distributed to families for emergencies 
or held for our Christmas baskets. Four families in our community 
were recipients of food boxes and three s hut-in families from our 
Church received fruit baskets this Christmas season. 

Charitable organizations that we sent contributions to for the 
year were the American Red Cross to San Salvador $300.00, Shep herd's 
Bethel $600 .00, Marilyn Snider (missionary to Hong Kong) $45.00, 
Sm ith's in Mexico $201.00, OCWM $75.00, Gideons International $145.00 
and other misbions $900.00. 

A Christmas cantata, Call Him Jesus, under the direction of 
Lecia Clark was presented during the morning worship service on 
Sunday, December 20. Choir members included: Pat Brandt, S tan 
Brandt, Roy Bozell, Ruth Coy, Betty Dodd, Helen Fulkerson, Nancy 
Meyer, Wilma Oaks, Betty Pence, Helen Pruitt, Linda Pruitt, Betty 
Roupp, Phyllis Trueblood, and Paul Williams. The children taking 
part were: Karl Brandt, Kurt Br andt, Sherri Breeding, Amos Clark, 
Daniel Clark and Amber Griffith. 

Church officers for 1988 were: Moderator, Garnett Winchester 
Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Betty Roupp; Ass't Clerk, 
Helen Fulker son; Trea s urer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, Ed 
Pruitt; Trustees; Lecia Clark, Mid Winchester, Dale Zigler, Paul 
Williams, Mark Zigler, Pat Brandt; Sunday School Superintendent, Pat 
Brandt; and Ass't Superint e ndent, Gary Roupp. 

Treasurer's report was: Church Fund $4185.85, Building Fund 
$10,031.40, and Memorial Fund $1102.75. 

Community Lenten br eak fasts were jointly held with 4 other area 
churches in Clifford and Taylorsville, with each taking turns hosting 
the meal and devotions each Saturday morning. Old Union hosted the 
Maundy Thursday service with Lloyd Stader as guest song leader and 
so loi st. We also hosted the Easter sunrise service with Rev. Betty 
Allen speaking and a breakfast following prepared by the deacons. 

In April, a new typewriter and copier was purchased for the 
Church office use at a co st $1500.00. 

Vacation Bible School was enjoyed by 30 children and teachers in 
the evenings during June 13-18. The children's daily collection for 
missions totaling $105.77 was sent to Sam and Mary Ellen Smith in 
Mexico. The final program was performed on Sunday evening with 
parents and guests present. 

A fellowship time of ice cream and strawberries along with pies 
and cakes, was enjoyed by all ages in June. This year, bingo was 
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played for wrapped white elephant prizes at the annual Church picnic 
held at Helfen Park on July 31. 

$846.27 was the amount cleared from the an nual pork chop supper 
held the last Saturday of July. 

In November fire tragedy struck two families connected with the 
Church, the Marshall Fulkerson and John Repp families. The 
congregation responded to this need by taking monetary donations for 
a few weeks totaling $819.00, then held a supper to present checks to 
each family. The Ladies Aid also donated $100.00 to each family. 

The contributions for mission work for the year included: 
Shepherd's Bethel $500.00, Christian Haven Home $867.41, OMS $500.00, 
Smith's in Mexico, $500.00, OCWM $300.00, and Gideons $148.20. 

Three families connected with the Church received Christmas food 
boxes and fruit baskets were delivered to additional five families. 

For 1989 the Church officers were: Moderator, Garnett 
Winchester Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Betty Roupp; 
Ass't Clerk, Betty Pence; Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, 
Ed Pruitt; Trustees; Dale Zigler, Paul Williams, Lecia Clark, Mid 
Winchester, Maxine Repp, Pat Brandt; Sunday School Superintendent, 
Gary Roupp; and Ass't Superintendent, Lecia Clark. 

Treasurer's report was: Church Fund $6391.13, Building Fund 
$13,845.42, and Memo ria l Fund $1202.75. 

For the Easter season, Community Lenten breakfast s & devotions 
were held jointly with 4 other area Churches in Cliffor~ and 
Taylorsville, with each taking turns hosting. The Easter sunrise 
service was held at Old Union with a breakfast following Easter 
food boxes were delivered to 3 families connected with the Church. 

Rev. Robert Trueblood resigned as pastor effective April 30. 
Rev. Bradford Seaman, who had been our minister in 1974-76, came to 
serve as supply pastor from May 7 to August 27. Brad had first come 
to Old Union as a student minister, and it was a real blessing to see 
how his ministry had matured. In July the Seaman home was struck by 
lightning and damaged while no one was home. On Sunday, July 23, a 
free will offering totaling $650.00 was taken for the Seaman family. 
Also the income of $115.95 from the white elephant auction at the 
annual Church picnic was contributed to the Seamans. 

The trustees were responsible for refurbishing the parsonage 
during July and August including: new carpet in living r oom and 
hallway, new linoleum in kitchen and bathroom, new carpet in pastor's 
study, new kitchen cabinets, everything freshly painted, and many 
minor repairs. 

The funds in the amount of $682.10, from the annual pork chop 
barbeque held on August 26 were allocated for building repairs. 

Richard Rensner, a licensed minister, accepted the call to Old 
Union, with his fir st sermon being on September 3. The installation 
s ervice for pastor Dick was held on November 19, with representatives 
from the Southeast Assocation of the Indiana - Kentucky Conference of 
the United Church of Christ assisting in the program. 

Contributions to missions for the year were: Christian Haven 
Home $750.00, Shepherd's Bethel $750.00, American Red Cross-Hurricane 
Hugo victims $500.00, Veterans of the Cross $188.00, Neighbors in 
Need $98.02 and OCWM $300.00. 

A Christmas program was presented on Sunday evening, December 
17, under the direction of Linda Pruitt and Pat Brandt. The narra-
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tion, which was chronologically organized scriptures of the Christmas 
Story, was read by Gary Roupp and Betty Dodd. An adult, youth, and 
children of the congregation portrayed the Biblical characters 
dressed in appropriate costumes. Those taking part were: Glen 
Martin, Karl Brandt, Kurt Brandt, Sherri Breeding, Amos Clark, Daniel 
Clark, Kim Zigler, Christopher Meyer, Zachary Martin, Audrea Zigler, 
Audrea Zigler, Carrie Smith, Jason Foster, Derek Foster, and Jessica 
Conner. The Christmas manger scenery was made and donated to the 
Church by Stan and Pat Brandt. Others helping with props, costumes, 
music and lighting were: Lecia Clark, Bill Clark, Myra Zigler, Mark 
Zigler, Alfreda Zigler, Lori Martin, Julianne Rensner and Pastor Dick 
Rensner. 

During 1990 the Church officers were: Moderator, Garnett 
Winchester, Jr.; Ass't Moderator, Gary Roupp; Clerk, Betty Roupp; 
Ass't Clerk, Betty Pence; Treasurer, Alfreda Zigler; Ass't Treasurer, 
Ed Pruitt; Trustees; Lecia Clark, Mid Winchester, Maxine Repp, Pat 
Brandt, Paul Williams, Morris Zigler; Sunday School Superintendent, 
Gary Roupp and Ass't Superintendent, Lecia Clark. 

The treasurer's report was: Church Fund $11,196.18, Building 
Fund $7846.24, Memorial Fund $1292.75, and Cemetery Fund $113.19. 

Community Lenten breakfasts were again . served at the five 
participating churches, with each taking their turn. For the Maundy 
Thursday service held at Clifford Baptist Church, a L1v1ng Lord's 
Supper pageant was performed by men from each Church. Glen Martin, 
from Old Union, portrayed Judas Iscariot. Good Friday services were 
conducted at Old Union by Pastor Rensner. At the Easter Sunrise 
service the youth of Old Union performed a skit entitled He's Al1ve, 
and a breakfast followed prepared by the deacons. During the morning 
worsh ip service the youth again presented their skit. Lloyd Stader 
was the guest song leader and soloist for all pre-Easter and Easter 
services. 

The official board decided to allow the Church to be used as a 
location for prima ry and fall elections. 
into the general Church fund. 

All income received was put 

Confirmation classes for 5 youth were started in Mar ch 
the first Sund ay of each month through September and ending 
September 30. · 

x::::>x::::>x::::>x::::>x::::> 
CONFIRM~TION CL~SS 
><::::> ><::::> ><::::> ><::::> ><::::> 

and held 
on 
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Vacation Bible School was held June 11-15, with the theme being 
FRIEMDimension and with an attendance of 37. Crafts were made by the 
children to represent the lesson of the day. Under the direction of 
Sue Griffith, two special quilt banners were made from drawings the 
children drew and signed, using the FRIEND theme. Sue's sister, Anna 
Maye Turner quilted them, then they were donated for hanging in the 
Church vestibule. On Friday, a balloon launch was made with helium 
filled balloons being released with each child's name and the Church 
address attached to it. Two letters were received where the balloons 
had been found in Ohio. The mission offering went to the Petersburg 
tornado victims. On Friday evening, a final program was given with 
each class taking part. 

QUILTED BANNERS MADE AT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 1990. 

On July 29, the annual Church picnic was held at the Heflen Park 
with the Church · providing fried chicken, John Pence donating a baked 
ham, Helen Pruitt fixing the beverages, and the Dale Zigler's 
preparing the tables. An afternoon of activities included a white 
elephant auction of $127.25, volleyball, fishing, skateboarding, etc . 
The annual pork chop barbeque was held on Saturday, August 25, with a 
net of $425.97. Various special talent programs were performed 
during the evening such as Bartholomew County Senior Citizens Kitchen 
Band, Coomers Family Gospel Group, Columbus Cloggers, Clarinet Solo 
by Sherri Breeding, etc. 

A fall festival including a weiner roast, hobo soup, games and 
entertainment for all ages, was enjoyed on Saturday, October 27. 

It was decided to do major improvements in the sanctuary and 
basement during 1990 hoping to be finished in recognition of the 
175th Church Anniversary-Homecoming on October 13, 1991. 

A leak in the Church basement required repairs on the north wall 
and a roof installed over the north furnance. This was completed in 
March by Carr Construction at a cost of $3487.00. 

Rewiring of the Church was badly needed, but first the bats in 



41 

the belfry had to be convinced to move out, which was done by using 
$50.00 of moth cakes in that area. Then the belfry and attic was 
cleaned by Pastor Dick, Dale Zigler, and Morris Zigler. The rewiring 
was done by Zollman Electric for $2551.92. 

Spotlights, on a timer switch, were installed on the outside 
vestibule roof to shine on the Church steeple at night. The steeple 
can be seen at night from various distances on 800 N and 50 W as well 
as from I-65. This was donated by Dale and Alfreda Zigler. A new 
sanctuary clock was donated by Roy and Agnes Bozell. 

New light fixtures were purchased from Craft Metal Products for 
$2141.00, being specially designed for the sanctuary and vesti bule. 
These were installed on a dimmer switch thus being able to adjust 
lighting at different levels. The light bulbs to put in the new 
fixtures cost $223.95. Ceiling fans also were installed at a cost of 
$328.15. The sanctuary ceiling and upper walls above the paneling 
were painted by Steve Vincent for a cost of $1900.00, and the carpet 
was cleaned while all the pews were removed for $110.50. This was 
all accomplished before Christmas at total cost of $7255.52. 

On Saturday November 3, the five area Churches together 
sponsered a Ronald McDonald House fund raiser at the Taylorsville 
United Methodist Church with a turkey-pitch in supper and free will 
offering followed by a hymn sing. 

The Church contributions to charitable organizations for the 
year were: One Great Hour of Sharing $63.00, Salvation Army $380.00, 
Smith's of Mexico $500.00, Christian Haven Home $380.00, Shepherd's 
Bethel $500.00, Gideons $225.00, Veteran's of the Cross $67.00, 
Neighbors in Need $96.00, and OCWM $300.00. 

A Christmas puppet musical entitled Nary Had A L.it:t:le Lamb was 
presented on Sunday evening, December 16, as told by the animals in 
the stable on the night of the birth of Jesus. The directors were 
Pat Brandt and Le c ia Clark with helpers of Alfreda Zigler, Myra 
Zigler, Mark Zigl ~ r. Bill Clark, Julianne Rensner and Pastor Dick. 
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The following took part. puppetee r s: Karl Brandt, Kurt Brandt, Amo s 
Clark, Sherri Breeding, Daniel Clark; actors : Kim Zigler, Zachary 
Martin, Audrea Zigler, Andrea Zigler, Atheena Martin, Ch r i s topher 
Meyer, Jason Foster, Der r ick Foster, choir : Lecia Clark, Nancy Meyer, 
Betty Dodd, Linda Pruitt, Sandy Tiemeier, Julianne Ren s ner, S tan 
Brandt, Roy Bozell and Pastor Dick Rensner. 

1991 - 175th ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

The treasurer ' s report for January was: Church Fund $10 , 317.03, 
Building Fund $2734.82, Memorial Fund $0.00, Cemetery Fund $141 . 74 , 
Christmas Basket Fund $272.74, and Heflen Bequest Reserve $10,000.00. 

The treasurer's report for April was: Church Fund $8249.70, 
Building Fund $3419.12, Memorial Fund $0.00, Cemetery Fund $ 2 11.74, 
Christmas Basket Fund $272.74 and Heflen Bequest Reserve $10,000.00. 

The treasurer's report for July was: Church Fund $5719.57, 
Building Fund $6125.25, Memorial Fund $35.00, Cemetery Fund $366.74, 
Christmas Basket Fund $272.74 and Heflen Beque s t Reserve $10 , 000.00. 

The anniversary committee planned several special events and 
speakers for 1991-hoping to spark interest in our 175th year. The 
committee agreed for Pastor Dick to write a lette r to Vice-Pr es ident 
Quayle asking him to join us any Sunday and especially for the 175th 
anniversary. We received a letter back stating that his s chedule did 
not permit it. 

Continuing with the 1990 decision to do major improvements, the 
basement repairs were completed including: air ducts were replaced 
and new coverings were built, plaster repaired, kitchen was installed 
with new linoleum (Ladies Aid contributed $600.00), and walls and 
ceiling completely repainted. 

Remodeled 
kitch e n 

1991 
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Because of the steepness of the parsonage yard, cement steps 
were poured and wooden hand railings were added for safety to the 
east on both sides of the carport. A new pole light was added on the 
east end of the parsonage sidewalk and two outside lights were placed 
on the cement blocks of the carport. 

On Saturday, January 26, we had a good turnout for a chLlL 
supper which was the kick-off for the special 175th Anniversary Year 
of the Church. The menu included: All-you-can-eat Chili or hot dog 
sandwich, vegetable plate, potato chips, crakers, pie or cake and 
beverage for $3.00. A display of pictures from previous years was 
set up and has been continually added to. 

We were honored on Sunday, February 10 to have Dr. Ralph 
Quellhor s t, Indiana-Kentucky Conference Minister, give the sermon for 
the morning worship service entitled TransrLguracLon. 

On Saturday morning, February 16, the first Community Lenten 
Breakfast was held at Old Union. The rest of the schedule follows: 
February 23 Taylorsville United Methodist Church 
March 2 Taylorsville Baptist Church 
March 9 
March 16 
March 23 
March 29 
March 30 
March 30 

March 31 

' 

Clifford United Methodist Church 
Taylorsville Baptist Church 
Taylor sv ille United Methodist Church 
Good Friday Service at Taylorsville Baptist Church 
Clifford Baptist Church 
Old Union Children's Easter Party with a video on the 
Re s urrection story and games. 
Easter Sunrise Service at Old Union with the youth 
presenting a s kit on the Easter story and Dan Reynolds 
from Clifford Baptist delivering the message. A 
breakfast of scrambled eggs, sausages, biscuits, fruit 
cup and beverage followed prepared by the deacons. 
Regular Church servic e wa s conducted at 10 : 30 with the 
youth presenting a s kit entitled Jesus The Sweecesc 
Name or All and Lecia Clark having special music. 

Participates in 1991 Easter pageant were: Kurt Brandt. Daniel Clark. 
Amos Clark. Karl Brandt. Pat Brandt. and Lecia Clark. 



A beautiful six foot hewn 
finish wooden cross, made 
from red oak and stained, 
was fashioned by Neil Coy 
and installed in the sanc
tuary above the altar in 
time for Easter. Lighting 
was placed behind the cross 
to give a shadowing effect. 

On Sunday, April 14, Dr. Mary Sue Gast, Associate Conference 
Minister, was our guest speaker for the morning worship service with 
her sermon being entitled Wicnesses. 

During the Church service on Sunday, May 19, we had the Chord
lighters singing group perform several numbers. John Pence, Jim 
Pence and Marshall Fulkerson, all who have roots at Old Union, were 
members of the singing group. 

A Mother-Daughter Buffet Supper was held Friday evening, May 24, 
with 55 in attendance. The committee was: Lori Martin and Myra 
Zigler-Chairpersons; Nancy Meyer (introductions and recognitions), 
Betty Roupp (inspirational readings), Betty Dodd (table grace), Pat 
Kyle and Julianne Rensner. A Gospel singing group, The Coomer 
Family, gave a musical program. 

On Sunday, June 2, we had as guest speaker, Dorrell Ochs, a 
representative from Gideons International while Pastor Dick was on 
vacation. A free-will offering for the Gideons totaled $312.00. 

Vacation Bible School was held June 10-14 in the mornings, with 
an attendance of 27 children and teachers. The theme was Five Famous 
Followers using the Old Testament stories of Noah, Baby Moses, David 
& Goliath, Jonah, and Daniel. The total concept of the theme and the 
program was written and all crafts were created by Pat Brandt. 
Co-directors were: Pat Brandt and Betty Dodd. Musicians were Nancy 
Meyer, Betty Pence and Wilma Oaks. The mission offering taken during 
the week of $100.00 was given to the Ronald McDonald House. The 
final program God's Promise To Noah was presented on Friday evening 
to parents and friends. 

As a special guest speaker, Rev. Don Buckthal, retired 
Conference Minister, gave the sermon on Sunday, June 23, entitled All 
Chiefs,. No Indians. 

While Pastor Dick and Julianne were on vacation, Lewis Tenney, 
as guest speaker, gave the morning sermon on July 21. The sermon 
topic was Top Prioricy. 
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The annual Church picnic was held on July 28 at Heflen Park at 
noon. The Church provided fried chicken and rolls, John Pence 
donated a baked ham and each family brought a prepared dish. The 
afternoon was filled with activities such as bingo being played for 
wrapped white elephant prizes, basketball, skate boarding, etc. 

The annual Pork Chop Barbeque was held on Sat u r day, August 24, 
with some music talent as entertainment and making $752.93. The menu 
included a pork chop or sl oppy joe sa ndwich , baked potato, green 
beans, coleslaw o r apple s auce, roll, pie or cake and beverage for 
$5.00 per person . 

1991 Pork Chop Barbeque 
Barbeque crew was Don Repp, 
Garnett Winchester, Bill Clark 
and Glen Fulkerson. 

Sunday, September 8, was declared picture day to have a group 
congregational and committee pictures taken. These pictures were for 
thi s booklet. 

The mission c ont ribut ion s for the first half of the year are: 
Gideon s International $312.0 0, One Great Hour of Sharing $37.00, 
Marion Oberson Family Fire Fund $205.00, OCWM $150.00, Shepherd's 
Bethel $300 . 00, Christi an Haven Home $300.00, Smith's in Me x ico 
$300 . 00, and OMS International $300.00. 

The Hom e coming cel eb ration will be an all day event on October 
13, 1991. The regular Su nday Schoo l hour will begin at 9 : 30 AM with 
the morning worship ser v ice beginning at 10 :30 AM. During the 
morning worship service Re v. Wayne Bozell will be the gue st speaker 
and Ola (Bozell) Schneider will be the guest soloist. 

At noon a pitch-in me al will be enjoyed. Beginning at 1:30 PM 
th e afternoon serv ic e will include special music by Nancy Meyer and 
Lecia Clark, and instrumental music by Betty Pence, Wilma Oaks, and 
Julianne Ren s ne r. Th e a fte r noon guest speaker will be Rev. Clyde 
Hunter. As part of th e se rvice , the remodelization of the Church 
will be dedicat ed. The c ommittee will recognize and present certif
icates to memb er s of 25 years o r more and al s o lapel pins to those of 
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50 years or more. Each person in attendance will receive a ribbon 
bookmark as a keepsake. 

After the Homecoming program, there will be punch and cookies 
served by the Ladies Aid in the upstairs blassrooms. A display of 
Old Union memorabilia will also be exhibited in the back rooms. 

This is not the end of this year nor the end of the life of Old 
Union. As in the past we will continue to maintain the high 
standards of God's will in Morning Worship, preaching the word, cele
brating the sacraments and serving this community. 

Sunday School will be at 9:30 AM with Worship at 10:30 AM. Holy 
Communion will be served once a quarter with special communion at 
Easter and Christmas. Communion will be taken to shut-ins on these 
occasions as well. Baptism of those wishing to become part of the 
family of God will be held whenever the occasion arises as well the 
joining together couples in holy matrimony. Weddings have always 
been the time of joy at Old Union. 

Children's time with the pastor during the Worship service will 
continue to be a very important part in the life of the Church. 
Children are the future of the Church. Looking to the future they 
are necessary to carry on the work of Old Union, the Church on the 
hill, shining bright since 1816. 

Childr•n's tim• on Sunday, September 8, 1991. Pictured are: Pastor 
Dick, Athena Martin, Audrea Zigler, Kim Zigler, Tyler Meyer, and 
Zachery Martin. 
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Denny & Nancy (Repp) Meyer 

Mark & Sandy (Boilanger) Tiemeier 

Richard & Connie (Clark) Thompson 

Mark & Myra 
(Mitchell) Zigler 
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OLD UNION, OUR RETREAT 

There's a Church that's called Old Union ., 
And she stands high on a hill. 
She has served here through the ages, 
And we trust she always will. 

Here the Saviour waits to bless us; 
Here His people watch and pray. 
We read from the Holy Bible 
How He washed our sins away. 

Then let's meet here every Sunday, 
And let's pray to do God's will. 
Thus we'll honor those who built our Church, 
and our Lord's command fulfill. 

CHORUS: 
There is faith, hope, love among Her people, 
Joy that throbs within each heart, 
For the fellowship Divine, 
And the love of Christ sublime 
fills each heart and makes 
Old Union our Retreat. 

Doris I. Hunter 
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OLD UNION CHURCH 

The Old Union Church Sunday School was organized in 1867, when 
the congregation worshipped in the little frame building where the 
present Church now stands. 

The Rev. Abner Pavy was pastor of the Church at that time, and 
Eli Pence was chosen as the first Sunday School Superintendent. Eli 
was one of the early pioneer settlers of German Township. 

The Sun day School began with about fifty people. By April of 
1923, there was an enrollment of 109 and an average attendance of 69. 

Our current Sunday School Superintendent is Pat Brandt. Our 
current Sun day School Teachers are: NURSERY: Pat Kyle, PRIMARY: 
Linda Pruitt, YOUTH: Pat Brandt, ADULTS: Pastor Dick Rensner , and 
SENIORS: Betty Raupp and John Pence. The average attendance is 25. 

Some of the activities in the past five years have been Easter 
s kits and programs presented by the children, Christmas pageants and 
puppet shows performed by the youth, and taking part in the musicals 
programs presented. 

In 1987 the children lea rned the Books · of the Bible, and recited 
them during Church service. They then went bowling and out for pizza 
with their teachers Gary Raupp and Linda Pruitt. In October of 1987 
the Sunday School children had a Halloween party, including a weiner 
roast and lot s of games at Bill & Lecia Clark's house. 

For 1988, Lecia Clark and Linda Pruitt took the youth to the 
Indianapolis Children's Museum and haunted house for Halloween. A 
Christmas party was held in the Church basement. 

In J une o f 1990 the youth put on a puppet skit during Church on 
Daniel & The Lions Den . 

An Easter par ty for the younger children was held in 1991 at the 
parsonage to watch a VCR tape on the Easter story and games at the 
Churc h basement. 

1991 Children's Easter Party 
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WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR OLD UNION CHURCH? 

The Bible teaches us the way to tell if a prophet is a true 
prophet of God would be that his prophesy will stand the test of 
time. Old Union has now withstood the test of time for one hundred 
seventy-five years. When Old Union was begun, our country was only 
forty years old and Indiana territory had not yet become a s tate as 
it' entered the union a few months later in 1816. 

A CHURCH is not the building in which people worship, but is the 
people themselves. The people are the building blocks. Some are 
blocks that form the foundation holding it up. Others are the blocks 
that expand to build it larger. There are also stepping stones and 
stumbling blocks. 

Many people have passed through the portals of Old Union in good 
times and bad. In all probability many more will pass through them. 
Some to their great final reward with our Lord Jesus Christ. Their 
memories and influence will remain with us, but other people will 
have to take their place in order to maintain the quality of 
spiritual influence Old Union has had in this community. But to 
simply "main- tain" is not enough. To just "maintain" would be 
comfortable in the idea of keeping the stat u s quo, that i s calle d 
"survival mentality." 

Survival mentality is what we must do to just keep the doors 
open. It is playing into the hands of Satan, for that would be his 
way, as there is no growth in survivalist thinking. 

To grow Old Union must stay away from survivalist thinking and 
catch the vision God has for it. The vis ion of God who is present 
among us. The vision of a reconciled body of Christ. The vision of 
the mission of Old Union . The vision of renewal. For that we must 
rethink some old attitudes for "you cannoc puc new w1ne 1n old w1ne
sk1ns." 

Can you catch the vision? You cannot sell the Church if you do 
not completely believe in it yourself. What lies ahead is entirely 
in your hands, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead the way . 

• -



51 

PASTORS THRU THE YEARS AT OLD UNION CHURCH 

BEFORE 1875 
Elijah Dawson 
Black Aaron 
Henry White 
John Ashley 
William Harper 
Thomas Hendrickson 
George Cummins 
George Bozell 
Samuel Pavy 
P. J. Baker 

Amos Downey (1875) 
Abner Carney 
A. J. Allison 
D. 0. Coy (1895) 
William Freeman (1901) 
E. K. Pond (1902) 
George Winters (1903) 
T. L. Burkett (1904-05) 
J. C. Orebaugh (1906-08) 
Roy E. Lucas (1908) 
W. H. Martin (1909-11) 
W. P. Kibby (1912) 
Bro. Crampton (1912) 
B. W. Stoddard (1914-16) 
J. F. Brooks (1916-17) 
Harley Walker (1917-18) 
Charles B. Lusk (1918-19) 
J. E. Clark (1919-21) 

Pastor Dick ~ Julianne Rensner 

- 1991 

Walter Fashocht (1921-23) 
J. W. Baldwin (1923-27) 
R. G. Siferd (1926-27) 
Ray Bozell (1927-30) 
J. Winters (1930-31) 
Paul Mellish (1931-33) 
Kenneth Price (1933) 
Jack V. Miller (1934) 
Ivan Gwaltney (1935-36) 
James Moffett (1937) 
J. V. Hiatt (1938) 
W. B. Sharpe (1939-44) 
J. V. Hiatt (1944-45) 
Ray Bozell (1945-1959) 
Earl K. Lashley (1960-61) 
E. 0. Da.vis (1961-62) 
Norman Jackson (1962-63) 
Jerry D. Boyer (1963-65) 
Clyde K. Hunter (1965-71) 
Clair Bixler (1972-74) 
George Beidelman (1974) Supply 
Bradford Seaman (1974-76) 
George Beidelman (1976-77) Supply 
Walter Horlander (1977) Supply 
Charles Bell (1977-79) 
Christine Minor (1979) Interim 
Robert Trueblood (1979-89) 
Bradford Seaman (1989) Supply 
Richard Rensner (1989-present) 
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FORMER PASTOR'S GALLERY 

Rev. J. C. Orebaugh · 
1906-1908 

Rev. W. P. Kibby 
1912 

Rev. Roy E. Lucas. 
1908 

.;:·:-:--·::-:· 
:: .... 

Rev. B. W. Stoddard 
1914-1916 



Rev. J. W. Baldwin 
1923-1927 

Rev. J. Vernon Hi a tt 
1938 & 1944-1945 
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Rev. R. G. Siferd 
1926-1927 

Rev. Wilbur Sharpe 
1939-1944 



Rev. Ray Bozell 
1927-1930 & 1945-1959 

Rev. Norman Jackson 
1962-1963 

54 

Rev. Earnest 0. Davis 
1961-1962 

Rev. Jerry D. Boyer 
1963-1965 



Rev . Clyde K. Hunter 
1965-1971 

Rev. Charles Bell 
1977-1979 

55 

Rev . Bradford A. Seaman 
1974-1976 & 1989 

Rev. Robert Trueblood 
1979-1989 
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