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There is a beautiful red brick building on Grand Avenue in New Castle,
Indiana known as Grand Avenue Baptist Church. This church, which began in
1951, was founded on Godis love--love which has never failed regradless of
hardships., It is God!'s love which has brought this church each step along
the path of time, from the first meeting in the American Legion Building to
the first tent revival to the first structure to the present brick building.,
Tt will be God!'s love which will lead us to any future buildings. It is
this love along with hard work, determination, and dedication of the members
which has brought the present day membership to 29L, |

The ohurch was organized in July, 1951, under the direction of Brother
V.B. Castleberry (deceased), from the White Water Association of Missionary
Baptists of Chio., Mrs. Castleberry kept a diary during their work here and
tells the story of the history of this church in the following mamnners

"February 17, 1951 V.B, and Bre R,E, Sasser went to New Castle to in-
vestigate the prospects of starting a mission. He spent qﬁite a bit of
time in New Castle through the rest of February and March. There were good
prospects, V.B. found a nice place in the basement of the American fegion
Hall, We wére living in Hamilton, Ohio., We would have breakfast around
5:30 on Sunday mornings and drive to New Castle to prepare the hall for
church. We would be famished by lunch time and would eat at a smorgasbord
there in New Castle. In the afternoons, we'd visit prospeéts, Mr and Mrs
W.M. Benge invited us home with them.' Their home sooh became our second
home and we would go on Saturday evenings to do the cleaning for Sunday serwices,

"Sunday, April 8, 1951 was the opening of the:ﬁork. Over 100 were
present - 38 from New Castle and the others from Chapel, Blooming Grove,
Connersville and Muncie.

"April 15 was cold and windy, It was the first service of the new

mission. There were L8 present, with a $14.00 offering.’ At night, 50



were present with $27,21 offering, May 20, QharleS'Shelton was the first
person saved. This was in the night servic;;'

"Tent services began on.Sunday .night, July 8, with 50 pfééent. Sunday,
July 22 was so very.hot, Crowds at tle tent had increased, In the after-
noon, there was a fine crowd for the organization of the church. Many from‘
the varlous churches were present." ' According to church minutes, the church
was named Finst Southern Missionary Baptist Church of New Castle.

A beloved member, Bro, W.M. Benge, now deceased, wrote of the growth of
the church from 1953 to 1976:

"Bro, Cgstleberry resigned in 1953 and went into full time missionary work
with the Indiana Association of Missionary Baptists. (The Indiana Association
was a new organization.) It was at this time that ‘the church ordained Brother
Glendon Ferguson to the gospel ministry and called him as our pastor.- o

Bro, Benge‘sAstory continues: "Soon we paid for our church lots and
railsed money to purchase building materials for a church buildings Brother
Ferguson led this undertaking in a splendid way and he, tbéether with the
devoted members of the church. soon erected our building. For the next‘fiye
years we went on growing., In 1958,Bro. Ferguson left us.

"During this same year. we called Bro, Clay Caudill as pastor and our
work went well for a few months. :But he had a stroke from which hé did'not
recover, Never shall we who knew Bro, Caudill forget his devbtioﬁ;khis un-
selfishne;s and his love -for God'!'s cause and the churchn

"Again we turned to Bro. Castléberry who became olir Pastor énce more.
Thougn progress was slow, we did progress with ‘God!s help untii a heart afféck
put Bro. Castleberry out of his chosen work for God in New Castle. | |

"In 1962, we called Bro. J.0, Matlock who led in purchasing a pulpit with
seats to match and an organ also, God's work in’'the church advahéed. Bro.u |
Matlock left us in 196L. _
"We then went through a period of watchful waiting after which, with our |

Lord's help, we called Bro. Sherman Adams as paétof iand we were happy that we



did, for we went forward very well, With Bro Adams leading the fight, we
through God's grace put down a hardwood floor in our auditorium and first
class pews, Through his leadership, a mission at Middletown was begun. He
was with us for four years of fruitful work. When he went to another field
of work, we called Bro, Arlon E Davis as our pastor, His sbay with us was
short, He left us for another pastorate,

Bro Benge continued:'"we then called Bro. S. Pete Powell as part time
pastor., The church was impressed by his straight forward sermons. He preached
the gospel as it is found in the Bible."

Bro. Powell led in purchasing a bus that brought several to church each
Sunday, He began a radio ministry and also a television program on a PBS
station. It was during this pastorate that the name of the First Southern
Missionary Baptist church was changed to Grand Avenue Baptist Church. Also
during his pastorate, Bro. Don Donica was ordained as minister.

Following Bro Powell!'s resignation in June, 1975, the associate pastor,
Bro Don Donica supplied the pulpit until August, 1975. At that time, the
church was fortunate to call Bro. Charles W Dugger as pastor. Since his
coming, Grand Avenue Baptist has had 296 additions, The membership was listed
at 89 on Dec 7, 1975,

Bro Dugger's youthfulness has contributed to his enthusiastic reception
by the church, His vigorous preaching has touched many hearts and lives,

Soon after becoming pastor, he led the church to build an addition of fellow-
ship hall, Sunday School rooms and to enlarge the auditorium.

Both old and young can feel the spirit of God in Bro Dugger's everyday
life. He is willing to let God lead in his every move, including calling
evangelists for revivais. Thus, many successful revivals have been held in
his years at Grand Avenue. One of the evangelists, Bro Don Hicks, was called
to serve as associate pastor from October 1978 to July, 1980.

Our church continues to grow with a spirit of revival in its weekly services.

God's love still surrounds us as we make plans to add to the building and are



praying‘about starting a mission, Two young ‘ministers-have been licensed
during Bro, Dugger's pastorate, Grand Avenué Baptist has conducted monthly
services at Heritage House Nursing Home since May, 1978,

The growth of the church in numbers, as well as finances, is recorded in
the attached tables, Also includedvis the list of pastors, evangelists,
associate pastors, ministers ordained, ministers licensed, a list of deacons,
present membership, former membership, officers of the church énd,réports

from all the departments from the beginning to the present time. -



V.B. Castleberry, Missionary worker of the Whitewater Association of
Ohio and Indiana called.in council Connersville'SouthefndBaptist Church of
ConnerSV111e, Ind,, Muncie Baptist Church, Southern Missionary Baptist
Church of Richmond, Ind . and other churches of the Whltewater Association
to come together with a number of Baptlst folks in New Castle, Ind. on July
22, 1951, hour of service 2:00 P.M, for the purpose to’ organize a Southern

Missionary Baptist Church in New Castle, Ind,, and was duly organized,

V.B. Castleberry - Pastor
E.H., Jones - Clerk

W.M. Benge - Treasurer

CHARTER MEMBERS

W.M. Benge

Anna Benge .
Walter Brewer

Mrs Walter Brewer
E.H. Jones

Gilbert Tatum

Charles Shelton
Alta Mae Shelton
Mrs Sam Compton
Walter Upchurch
Fairel Nicholas
Frances Nicholas

Mattie Owens

Joe Grubbs
Roath Roakhill
Mrs Roath Rockhill
William Maynard
Mrs William Maynard

Elmer Dick



IN MEMORIAM

Let not youf"heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 1n me,

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have

told you. I go to prepare.a place for you. And if I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where

I am, there ye may be also.

Caudill, Clay

Arthur, Lettie
Ball, Raymond,
Ballenger, Luther
Baugh, Lawrence
Benge, Anna
Benge; WoM,
Crabtree, Christa
Crabtree, James
Daﬁis; Edward
Dishman, Hurbert

Faurman, David

Pastors

Castleberry, Van Boone

Matlock, Jesse O

Hardwick, Mae
Hitchcock, Isabell
Isaacs, Clayton
Jonesy E.He
Layton, Wilbur
Owens, Leta
Ramsey, Gertie
Smith, Marie
Tompkins, Josie
Tucker, William . -

Upchurch, Gary



. Pastor

Castleberry, V B
Ferguson, Glendon
Caudill, Clay
Castleberry, V B

Garstvleberry, V B
Matlock, J O
Adams. Sherman
Davis, Arlon |,
Powell,.S Pete
Dugger, Charles W

Donica, Donald E
Hiclks £y Donald

Ferzuson, Glendon
Donica, Donald E

Neal, Eddie
Dugger, Steve !

E H Jones
Lawrence Baugh
Ed Davis

Oscar Bradley
Don Bittner
Larry Shelton
Don Donica
Claude Farley
Glenn Sims
Everett Walden
Robert Dodson
Ralph Johnson
E L Neal

Jess Neal
O'Neal Witt
Steve White
Dale Cole

(0)
(0)

PASTORS
Term of Service

July 22, 1951 - Teb 28, 1953

Mar 8, 1953 - July 12, 1958 - Albany, Kentucky

July 20, 1958-0Oct 1, 1960 Cannonsburg Bapt,Ashland, Ky

Oct 3, 1959 -Oct 1, 1900(1nter1m) Connersville Bapt, Conners—
ville, Indiana

Oct 1, 1960 ~Bpril 1, 1962 " n

May 27, 1962 -Jan 31, 198k Irvine, Kentucky

May 2, 196Lh-0Oct 6, 1968 First Bap, East Bernstadt, Ky

Oct 13, 1968 -Mar 10, 1970 Fairview Bapt Richmond, Ind

Aut 2, 1970 - Junel, 1975(interim) Creekwood Bap, Muncie, Ind

Aug 3, 1975 -present Calvary Bapt New Castle, Ind.

Membership prior to call

Whitewater Ass!n of Ohio

Assoclate Pastors
1, 1973 - Mar 5, :1978
1, 1978 - Aug 3, 1980
Ministers Ordained

Grand Avenue
Sandusky Chapel, Cooper, Ky.

Apr
Oct

March 22, 1953
‘Nov 2k, 197k

Ministers Licensed

" May L, 1980
May L, 1980
Deacons
May 27-1972
1961
Apr 3, 1955 -~ Dec, 8, 1965
Dec 6, 1958 -~ Dec. 3, 1972
July 23, 1961 - Feb "3; 1962
Jan 6, 1963 =~ Aug 1; 1964
Jan 6, 1963 - Nov 2L, 197k
June 3, 1967 - Apr 22, 1968
Sept 29, 1968 ~ May 3, 1969
Sept 29, 1968 - Apr L,

1970
Oct 23, 1977 -
Oct 23, 1977
Oct 23, 1977
oct 23, 1977
Oct 23, 1977
May L, 1980
May L, 1980

(0) indicates members ordained by church on date shown, .
'(E) indicates members ordained by a church where the individual held membership
and was elected by the church to serve.



July. 1951

Aug 1953

May 1 - 1k, 1955
Sept L-16, 1955
April 23-May L, 1956
Oct 1-20, 1956
May L-12, 1957
Cct 7-17, 1957
Sept 1958

April 1959

June 1960
Novemkter 1960
April 1961
Culober 1961
October 1962
June 1963
November 1963

July 196}
October 196l
April 1965
October 1965
April 1966
October 1966
April 1967
Sept 1967

April 12-21, 1968
Nov 17-2L, 1968
Apr 21-May 2 1969
Oct 27-Nov 7,1969
May 17-23 1971
Nov 29 - Dec 5, 1971
April 2-9, 1972
April 15-22, 1973
Oct 1-7, 1973
April 23-29, 1974
July 27-29, 1974
Oct 27-Nov 2, 1975
Apr 8-11 1976
Mar 27-Apr 2, 1977
July 18-21, 1977
Oct 2L4-30, 1977
Sept 1#-24, 1978
April 1-8, 1979
Sept 2-9, 1979
Apr T7-13, 1980
July 16-20, 1980

REVIVAL EVANGELISTS

V B Castlebarry
Isaac Huc:by

H O Cook
Tinsley Ball Jr
C E Wiley

Sam Sloan
Clarence Brock
Earl G Neal
Charles Jenkins
W K Woods

W K Woods

Earl Neal
Lyndon Collins
H O Nicely
Arion Davis

P A Wolfinbarger
Kenneth Bates
Sherman Adams

H O Nicely
®wen Edwards
Thomas Sykes
Jack Redford
Arlon Davis
Ernest R Prather
Paul Atkinson
John Wilson
John H Adams
Lewis Searcy
Parcell Flannery
Jim Blankenship
C L Lindsey

Ron Chastain
Carlton Young
Pete Powell-Don Donica
Richard Lunsford
Sherman Adams
Jimmy York
Kenneth Ellis
Charles Dugger
Bobby Slagle
Kenneth Ellis
Donnie Hicks
Donnie Hicks
Seymour Wattenbarger
Kenneth Ellis ’
Bobby Slagle
Jimmy Williams

Hamilton, Ohio (Missionary)
Albany, Kentucky
Alpine, Kentlicky
Lincoln Co, Kentucky
Richmond, Indiana
Flatwoods, Kentucky
Portland, Indiana
Flatwoods, Kentucky

Ashland, Kentucky
Ashland, Kentucky
Flatwoods, Kentucky
Muncie, Indiana
Columbia, South Carolina

Pastor

Solumbia, South Carolina
Stanford, Kentucky'
Muncie, Indiana
Indianapolis, Indiana
Richmond, Indiana
Somerset, Kentucky
Harriman, Tennessee

New Paris, Ohio

Union City, Tennessee
Campbllsville, Kentucky
Lancaster, Kentucky
Richmond, Indiana
Connersville, Indiana
Butler, Kentucky
Fort Worth, Texas
(Pastor & Assoc)
Amarillo, Texas
Lancaster, Kentucky
Albany, Kentucky
Pennington Gap, Virginia
Pastor

Harrodsburg, Kentucky
Pennington Gap, Virginia
Monticello, Kentucky
Monticello, Kentucky
London, Kentucky
Pennington Gap, Virginia
Harrodsburg, Kentucky
London, Kentucky



Year End-

Sunday Sch Trustees Fxecutive Board
ing Sept 30 Director Members
1951
1952 Walter Brewer Gilbert Tatum - - Wslter Brewer - - Charles Shelton - W.M, Benge - -E.H. Jones
1953 Ed Davis 17 1ter Brewer - - Gilbert Tatum - -Charles Shelton - W.M,., Benge - -E.H, Jones
1954 Ed Davis Gilbert Tatum - - Charles Shelton - Joe Crabtree W.M, Benge - -E,H, Jones
1955 Ed Davis ~ Gilbert Tatum - - Charles  Shelton - Joe Crabtree - -W.M, Benge - -Raymond Coock
1956 Ed Davis Joe Crabtree - - Charles Shelton - Oscar Bradley W.M. Benge - -Raymond Cook
1957 £d Davis Joe Crabtree - - ChePles Shdlten - Oscar Bradley - W.M. Benge - -Eugene Ferguson
1958 Ed Goodin Charles Shelton - Joe Crabtree - - Oscar Bradley W.M, Benge - -Ed Davis
1359 Ed Davis Charles Shelton - Joe Crabtree © - Oscar Bradley - W.M, Benge - -Ed Davis
1960 Ed Davis Joe Crabtree - -- Charles Shelton- Roy Dick W.M. Benge - -Roy Dick
1961 Ed Davis Joe Crabtree - - Charles Shelton - Roy Dick - W.M, Benge - -E.H, Jones
1962 Ed .Davis Joe Crabtree - - Roy Dick - - - - John Winchester W,M. Benge - -E,H, Jones
1963 Ed Crabtree Roy Dick - - - -~ Joe Crabtree - - Oscar Bradley W.M. Berige - -Ed Crabtree
196L Jim Atkinson Roy Dick - - - = Oscar Bradley - Willie Lester W.,M. Benge - -E.,H. Jones
1965 Jim Atkinson Joe Crabtree - - Roy ' Dick - - == Earl Barber W.M. Benge - -Oscar Bradley
1966 Jim Atkinson Joe Crabtree -i- Roy Dick - - - Earl Barber Don Bittner -~ -Ed Davis
1967 Jim Atkinson Roy Dick - - -'- Earl Barber - - Elbern Denney Oscar Bradley - Don Bittner
1968 Glen Sims James Atkinson - FEarl Barber - - Elbern Denney Oscar Bradley - Jim Atkinson
1969 Glen Sims Elbern Denney -~ - Willard Frost - Glen Sims Oscar Bradley - Everett Wslden
1970 Everett Walden Willard Frost - - Jack Tompkins - Tony Kinnett Oscar Bradley - Everett Walden
1971 Don Donica Roy Dick - - - - 'Tony Kinnett - - Glen Davis Oscar Bradley - O'Neal Witt
1972 Glen Davis Tony Kinnett -. - Glen Davis - - Roy Dick O'Neal Witt - Don Frost
1973 Glen Davis Glen Davis - - Rgy Dick - - - Bill Boore, O'Neal Witt - Don Frost
1974 Glen Davis Roy Dick - = = - Bill Moore - =~ Glen Davis’ Don Donica = Bob Dodson
1975 Glen Davis Bob Dodson - - - (len Davis - - - Roy Dick Bob Dodson - Jack Tompkins
1976 Don Donica Glen Davis -~ - = Roy Dick - = - - Jack Tompkins Jack Tompkins -~ Don Frost
1977 Don Donica Roy Dick - - - - Jack Kirkpatrick - Jess Neal Roy Dick - Charles G Dugger
1978 Don Donica Jack Kirkpatrick -Jess Neal - - - - Bob Guthrie Roy Dick - Charles G Dugger
1979 Ralph Johnson Jess Neal - - - <Bob Guthrie - - -- Roy Dick Ralph Johnson - Troy Smith
1980 Ralph Johnson Bob Guthrie - - - Roy Dick - - - - Danny Lee Troy Smith - Don Hicks



ing Sept. 30

Year end-

Music
Director

Pianist

Treasurer

Brotherhood
Director

WMTU

Director

Bill Swift

Glendon Ferguson
Glendon Ferguson

n n
] fl
n n

Earl Roberts

-

n f

n n
n "

Ed Davis

Mervin Edwards

Albert Davis

Glenn Sims
1 n

O'Neal Witt
" n
n n

n 1"
n 1

n fn

n n

11 f
n )]
1 n

Marvin Edwards

Evelyn Brewer
Evelyn Brewer

Mrg Castleberry

Mrs Castleberry
n n

n i

Carol Bradley
1" "

Stella Donica
n "

n "
n "
n fn

Doris Crawford

n

W,M Benge
W.M.Benge
W M Benge
W M Benge

Chas, Shelton Roy Dick

" 1.
n fn
n "

Lawrence Baugh Gary.. Upchurch

mn
Roy chk
n 1t

Ed Dav1s

n

" John Ferguson
Eugene Ferguson

Bill Swift
Ed Goodin. -

n.. . n
n "
n i

" 1t

James Crabtree " n

1t n

Don Bittner
O'Neal Witt
n n

1" n

n u
] 4]
" 1
" n
n f

Jack Tompkins
Don Donica

Don Donica
n n

fn 1"

Witt
n

Charles Shelton
" L

Arthur Davis
Albert Davis
Ed Goodin
W M Benge

n "

Albert Davis
Albert Davis

Don Donica

Bob Dodson

n
1" 1

E L Neal

- = -

Phil Martin
Steve White

Edna Davis

Frances Caudill

Edna Davis

Beulah Bittner

Geneva Matlock

Edna Davis

"
n

ft

"
u

Lois Davis

Edna Davis
1t n

"
"
n

Martha Smith

n
"

1
"
n

1"

"

n

Natialene Sims

fn



Year Ending
Sept. 30
Total
Other
Members
Tost
Present

Sunday School \n
Enrollment

(@]
\O

S School
Avg Attend.
VBS Enroll
Brotherhood
Enrollment

[
o

Number os

'_J
'_l

New Constr-

Tithers
uction

12

Money
Borrowed

Value of
Church

(=]
o
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)
O
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=

'_l
o
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o

—
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W
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o
0

-

N
C

[
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122
146
182
127
209

194

191
- 209

126

139
153
175
209
172

cocooo
o
16 oocooool WMU Enroll

— .
QO PDOWPO OO

el el =l
OO0 O

N N
~O O

=1 a
N

L9

19

1L

33
31
37

L2

87,500,

'_J
O O0O00O0O OO0 O QOODO

$25,000,
0
0
0

o

o0

$ L4,000,00

10 000,00
15 000,00

25 ,000,00
25 ,000.00
28200000

35,000,00
35 000.00
35000,00
35 000,00
35,ooo 00

35,000.00
35 000,00
357000.00
ho 000,00 .
28 500 00

28,500,00
31 000,00
31,000, 00
31, 2000.00
h 000.00

60,000,00
75,000, 00

160,000,00
195,000,00
210,000,00
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Asberry, Dainne
Baker, Bobby
Ballenger, Jill
Ballenger, Jon
Ballenger, Kelley
Ballenger, Linda
Ballenger, Marc
Ballenger, Margaret
Ballenger, Mike
Ballenger, Sam
Barber, Earl_-
Barber, Hazel—
Black, Barbara
Black, Dean
Black, Michael
Blankenship, Judy
Blankenship, Terry
Bowers, John
Bradley, Margaret
Bradley, Oscar
Bridgeman, Kathy
Brown, Bertha W
Brown, Billy
Brown, Helen
Brown, Irene
Brown, O E

Burke, Helen
Bush, Brenda
Carlton, Brad
Carrender, Sarah
Chapman, David
Chapman, Patty
Cline, Lisa
Cline, Nancy
Coffey, Christy
Cole, Caroline
Cole, Chris

Cole, Dale

Cole, Dale Jr
Cole, Dorothy
Cole, Joe
Conaster, Brenda
Crabtree, Anna
Crabtree, Charles
Crabbree, Erna
Craft, Jackie
Craig, Jimmy
Craig, Linda
Crawford, Doris
Crawford, Kim
Crawford, Lydia
Crawford, Patty
Crawford, Terry
Criswell, Allen
Criswell, Judy
Criswell, Kenneth
Criswell, Teresa
Cross, Judy
Dalton, Angie
Dalton, Connie

PRESENT MEMBERSHIP

Dalton, Jeff
Davis, Lisa
Davis, Sharon
Decker, Nan
Denney, Lena
Dick, Eliaabeth —
Dick, Roy—
Dishman, Eva
Dodson, Gretchen
Dodson, Marie
Dodson, Robert
Downs, Jason
Downs, Jim
Downs, Judy
Dugger, Beatrice
Dugger, Bettyc™
Dugger, Charles G
Dugger, Charles W
Dugger, Donnie
Dugger, Julie
Dugger, Rhonda
Dugger, Rhonda W
Dugger, Steve
Dugger, Timothy
Dunagan, Pam
Dunagan, Paul
Edwards, David.-
Edwards, Marvin—
Edwards, Patty.”
Edwards, Sue
England, Kathryn.—
Fellers, Darren
Fellers, Julie
Fellers, Sue
Fine, Mary
Ford, Eula

Fox, Kathy

Fox, Tracy
Frost, Betty
Frost, Donald
Frost, Gayle
Frost, Josephine
Frost, Robbie
Frost, Terry
Garner, Randy
Gasper, Lisa
Gentry, Bradley
Gentry, Bryan
Gentry, Diana
Gilstrap, Virlie
Glenn, Douglas
Godsey, Connie
Goodin, Ed
Goodin, Marcia
Goodin, Mildred
Gregory, Irene
Gribbons, Kelly
Groce, David
Groce, Flaine
Groce, Johnny

Groce, Peggy
Guthrie, Bob

' Guthrie, Evelyn

Hacker, Tony
Hall, John—
Hall, Joyce
Hamby, Elsie
Hamby, Thurman—
Hardwick, Doyle
Hicks, Donald
Hicks, Gerri
Hill, Ronnie
Holder, Barbara
Holder, Keith Jr
Holder, Rick
Holder, Ricky
Holder, Sheila
Hormel, Curtis
Hosea, Mary—
Hosea, Williame.
Huffman, Beth Ann
Huffman, Jeff
Hughes, Greg
Ingle, Grant—
Ingle, Terry—
Isaacs, Mary
Jarrett, Greg
Johnson, Amy
Jopnson, Jamie
Johnson, Loretta
Johnson, Nikki
Johnson, Ralph—
Johnson, Ronald
Johnson, Tina-

‘Jones, Floyd

Jones, Zella
Kennedy, Shane
Kirkpatrick, Carol
Kirkpatrick, Jack
Kirkpatrick, Roger
Kirkpatrick, Shane
Lacy, Nellie
ILaVallee, Joyce
LaVallee, Rick
Lawson, Susan
Leduc, Cheryll
Leduc, Cindy

Lee, Angie

Lee, Danny

lLee, Jeanette

Lee, Lori

Lee, Shelly
leedy, Brian
leedy, Tina
Manis, Paul
Manor, Irene
Maple, Sheri
Marlow, Scott
Martin, Johnny
Martin, Phillip



Martin, Rosetta
Martin, Sharolyn
McGraw, Dorothy
McGraw, Sam
Melton, Robin
Mills, Kay
Mills, Scott
Mills, Stacy
Morgan, Steve
Morris, Martha
Morrow, Sharon.
Morrow, Tom
Murray, Wanda
Neal, Bobby-—
Neal, Brian
Neal, Charles# °
Neal, Christine~~
Neal, Eddie
Neal, E L

Neal, Helen
Neal, Jerry
Neal, Jess -~
Neal, Joe

Neal, Kathleen
Neal, Lela

Neal, Mike

Neal, Mike

Neal, Patricia
Neal, Scott
Neal, Sheila
Neal, Tina
Nevins, Ruby
Newman, Cindy
Newman, David
Owens, Herbert -
Owens, Susan
Pennycuff, Opsie
Priest, Lawana
Priest, Scott
Priest, Tracie
Raines, Laura
Rains, Beth '
Rains, Margaret
Reynolds, Lana
qus:&gi,égui§e
Sharp, Kathy Ann
Shepherd, Rosemary
Shepherd, Willard
Shoopman, Amy
Shoopman, Angie .
Shoopman, Kenneth
Shoopman, $hirley
Shoojman, Tommy
Slagle, Carolyn’
Slagle, Ottis
Slagle, Samantha
Slagle, Sondra._
Smith, Anthony
Smith, Forest
S8mith, Jeanie

Smith, Mabel
Smith, Martha
Smith, Mike
Smith, Robert .
Smith, Troy -
Smith, Vica
Snedigar, Iva
Stone, Angie
Stone, Elmer
Stone, Jacqueline
Stone, Jane
Stone, Joyce
Stone, Kevin -
Sutherland, Lisa
Talbott, Beth
Thomas, Coleen

Thomas, Mari Angella

Thrasher, Rebeccah
Upchurch, Greta
Upchurch, Jeff
Upchurch, ‘Jerry
Upchurch, Steve
VanMatre, Kenneth
Voiles, Ruby
Walden, Billy
Walden, Laura
Wallace, David
Wallace, Dawm
Watson, Mary
Webb, Michael
Webb, Patricia -
Werking, Carol
White, Amy
White, Frances
White, Roger .
White, Sherry
White, Steve
Wilkinson, Tony
Williams, Beeky
Williams, Ronnie
Wilson, Lena
Wise, David‘:-
Wise, Donald -
Wise, James -
Wise, James Br
Wise, Linda
Witt, O'Neal
Witt, Reba
Witt,.Svellen
Wright, Bobby
Wright; Miranda
Wright, Bammy
Wright, Virginia
Wright, Wanda



Adams, Sherman
Adams, Laverne
Adkins, John
Ammerman, Juanita
Arthur, Lettile
Atkinson, James
Atkinson, Mary
Baldock, William
Baldock, Mrs, Willlam
Ball, Raymond
Ballenger, Chester
Ballenger, Kagp -
Ballenger, Luther.
Ballenger, Mark
Barber, Larry._
Barnes, Betty
Barnett, Garnett R
Bamnett, Lucy
Baugh, Bobby
Baugh, Danny
Baugh, Doretta
Baugh, Eugene
Baugh, Jerry
Baugh, Kirtley
Baugh, Lawrence
Baugh, Manual
Baugh, Stella
Benge, Anna

Benge, Howard
Benge, W.M,.
Bittner, Beulah.-
Bittner, Donald —
Bittner, Ronald
Bittner, Susan
Blankenship, Larry
Bottoms, Betty
Bowling, Debbie
Bowling, Ina
Brewer, Evelyn
Brewer, Walter
Brewer, Mrs, Walter
Brewster, Maude
Brewster, Tom
Bundy, Judy

Burns, Bill
Burris, Brenda
Carr, Ida Jean
Carter, Janet
Casada, Bonnie J
Cash, Francis
Castleberry, V.B.
Castleberry, Mrs. V.B.
Caudill, Clay
Caudill, Frances
Claar, Peggy
Cline, Myrtle
Compton, Mrs Sam.,
Conrad, Betty Lou
Cook, Delphia
Cock, Linda
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Cook, Raymond,
Cook, Ronnie
Cooper, Carol
Cox, Bob
Cox, Pat
Crabtree, Christa
Crabtree, Edgar
Crabtree, Mrs, Ed
Crabtree, James
Crouch, Cheryl
Croussore, Dians
Custer, Sharon
Davis, Albert
Davis, Arlon
Davis, Bill—
Dairis, Debbie
Davis, Donnie
Davis, Edna
Davis, Edward
Davis, Geneva
Davis, Gina
Davis, Glen
Davis, Grace Jones
Davis, James
Davis, Jewell-—
Davis, Joyce
Davis, Joyce Smith
Davis, Linda
Davis, Lois
Davis, Lonnie
Davis, Pat
Davis, Robert Bob
Davis, Ronnie
Davis, Sharon
Davis, Sharon
Davis, Wagie

Decker, Donnie °
‘Denney, Elbern
Dénney, Lyle

- Denney, Mary

Denney, Pat
Denney, Pearl
Dick, Darla
Dick, Elmer
Dick, Kimberly
Dick, Lewis
Dick, Linda
Dick, Rhonda
Dick, Virginia
Dinkins, Juanita
Dishman, Hubert
Donica, Christina
Donica, Donald
Donica, Robert
Donica, Stella
Elliott, Elza
Elliott, Helen
Elliott, Judy
Fadley, Ray

. Fairchild, Denver

Farley, Claude
Farley, Mrs, Claude

Ferguson, Eugene

Ferguson, Mrs. Eugene
Ferguson, George

' Ferguson, Mrs. George

Ferguson, Glendon
Ferguson, Lorene
Ferree, Betty
Fleming, Joyce
Flynn, Allen

Flynn, Mrs, John i

Frost, Shirley
Frost, Tamara

. Frost, Willard

Fuhrman, David
Gard, Joan
Garrard, Susan
Gibson, John
Gibson, Glenda
Giles, Don
Giles, Mrs, Don
Goans, JSteve
Doodin, David

‘Goodin, George<

Goodin, JoAnn-
Gregory, Bertha .
Gregory, Bertha

~ Gregory, Doris

Gregory, Ernest
Gregory, Mrs. Ernest
Gregory, Sterlie
Gribbons, Eucilla
Grubbs, Mrs Joe
Guffey, Hollis
Guffey, Melissa
Hall, Davis

Hall, Debbie

Hall, John—
Hardwick, Gale
Hardwick, Mae
Harrell, Billy
Harrell, Bonnie
Hitchcock, Isabell
Hudson, Bennie
Hughes, Ilene
Hughes, Kay
Hughes, Ralph
Hughes, Zella

- Isaacs, Clayton

Isom, Peggy
Jacobs, Daisy
Jacobs, Danny
Jacobs, Darrell
Jacobs, Jackie

‘Jacobs, Oscar

Jacobs, Ricky
Jaggers, Kenneth
Jasper, Janet
Jones, Arthur



Jones, E H

Jones, Laura
Jones, Stella
Kaiser, Beulah
Kidd, Ann

Kidd, Raymond
Kinnett, Mary
Kinnett, Tony
Layton, Ova
Layton, Wilbur
Lester, Alice
Lester, Helen
Lester, Ralph
Lester, Randolph
Lester, Virginia
Lester, Willie
Lundy, Janet
Mains, Roy

Mains, Mrs Roy
Matlock, Charlotte
Matlock, David
Matlock, Geneva
Matlock, Jean
Matlock, Jesse O
Matlock, Keith
Maynard, Leonard
Maynard, Mrs Leonard -
Maynard, Leonard Jr
Maynard, William
Maynard, Mrs, William
McLaughlin, Eugene

McLaughlin, Mrs. Eugene

McLaughlin, Ruth
Melton, Debra
Miller, Teresa
Moody, Pauline
Morton, Ronnie
Moore, Bill~
Moore, Dianna—
Morris, Oren
Moses, Elaine
Murray, Sharon
Murray, Terri
Neal, Cenie
Neal, Glendill
Neal, Jackie
Neal, Jewell
Neal, Orbie
Nicholas, Fairel
Nicholas, Frances
Nunn, Alice
Nunu., Genalee
Nunn, Vickie
0ldham, Sandy
Oliver, Jackie
Oliver, James
Orr, Rugh
Owens, Leta
Owens, Mattie
Owens, Rosemary
Owens, Theodore

Patton, Patricia
Patton, Robert
Peacock, Lucille
Peacock, Shirley
Pence, Michael
Perry, Betty
Petty, Dorothy
Petty, Harry
Phelps, Murl
Phelps, Tom
Pollack, Patty
Powell, Edith
Powell, S. Pete
Powell, Teresa

- Powers, Alice

Powers, Clyde—
Rains, Ginger
Rains, Irene
Ramsey, Gertie
Razor, Memory

‘Riall, Carolyn

Rockhill, Roath
Rockhill, Mrs. Roath
Roberts, Earl
Roberts, Jack
Roberts, Jerry
Roberts, Lee
Roberts, Mrs Lyle
Roberts, Marsha
Robertson, Dave
Robertson, Elizabeth
Sehmidt, Charles
Schmidt, Jacqueline
Schmidt, Robert
Shelton, Alta Mae
Shelton, Bessie
Shelton, Charles
Shelton, Everett
Shelton, Jill
Shelton, Lawrence
Shelton, Myrtle
Sims, Claude

Sims, Elizabeth
Sims, Ernest

" Sims, Glenn

Sims, Mary
Sims, Natialene
Sims, Rachel
Sims, Tony
Smith, Denton
Smith, Douglas
Smith, Janet
Smith, Lawrence
Smith, Marie
Smith, Maxine
Smith, Richard
Smith, Ruby
Smith, Ruth
Smith, Velma
Smith, Vivian
Sorrah, Glenida

Strong, Laura
Strong, Newton
Surber, Burley
Surber, Mrs Burley
Swift, Charlie C
Swift, Clay M
Bwift, Erma

Tatum, Gilbert
Thomas, Donnie
Thomas, John
Tompkins, Jack
Tompkins, Jesie
Tompkins, Stella =~
Tucker, William
Tuggle, Betty
Tuggle, Darrell
Upchurch, David

. Upchurch, Gary

Upchurch, Thelma
Upchurch, Walter
Upchurch, Mrs Walter
Vaughn, Bonnie
Vaughn, E H

. Vayghn Mrs E H

Walden, Everett
Walden, Lenna
Walker, Charlie
Walker, Mary
Watson, Connie
Wedgeworth, Ina
White, Charlotte
White, Joe.
Williams, Gary
Wilson, Dolores
Wilson, Dorothy
Wilson, Lluyd
Winchester, John
Winchester, Marjorie
Wood, Fred—""
Wood, Mrs Fred—
Worthington, William
Wright, Bonnie
Young, Mary
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Arnold, Irene
Arnold, Lois
Arnold, Milburn
Arnold, Nellie
Ehman, Judy
Ehman, Larry
Livesay, Clyde
Livesay, Mrs Elyde
Livesay, Eva
Pickell, Charles
Pickell, Irene
Wardwell, Carlos
Wardwell, Lucille
West, Donna
West, Howard
West, Jewell



CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
0f The Grand Avenue Baptist Church of New Castle, Indiana

Introduction

That all things may be done decently and in order, and that ‘we may
more readily help one another ih our Christian service as members of the
" Grand Avenue Baptist Church, we adopt the following constitution and by-

laws as methods of our worky
‘ ’ Article I
Name and Object
'~ Section 1, Name: :

This organization shall be known as the Grand Avenue Baptist Church
of New Castle; . Indiana, :

Section 2, Object:. ‘

This church, believing in the Bibie as the inspired Word of God and
as the. sqle authority for faith and practice, and acknowledging its
adherence to all the teachings of Jesus Christ, declares its purpose:

" (1) To maintain regular services, both devotional and for public
worships; - : . ;

-(2) To proclaim earnestly the gospel messoge and to urge its personal
acceptance, - ) , . - '

(3) To co-operate heartily, by prayer, gifts, and service, in carrying
out the great commission of the Lord Jesus Christ as mecorded in Matthew
28119420, Mark 16:15, and Acts 1:8, and to develop Christian fellowship
among the Saints and their growth and knowledge of Christ, for the
glorification of His precious name,

. Article II
Doctrines And Affiliations
Section 1. Doctrines: ' i

This church shall be governed by these by-laws and the doctrinal
statements of the Articles of Faith adopted by this body, and hereby
- attached, .

Seection 2, Covenant:

The covenant that binds the church together shall be the same as that
published by the Baptist Sunday Schopl:Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and hereby attached,

Section 3. Affiliations: ,

The Grand Avenue Baptist Church of New Castle, Indiana, shall co-
operate with the District Association, the State Convention of Baptist
in Indiana, the Southern Baptist Convention, and such other bodies the
church shall hereafter become affiliated, so long as such.co—operatlon
does not violate the autonomy of the church, or its. doctrines,

Article III '
‘Membership
Section 1, Admission of Members: . )

This church shall be composed of individuals, who have given satis-
factory evidence of repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ for salvation, and -have expressed a desire to unite with this body
by one of the following ways: (1) By baptism as set forth in the Articles
of Faith of this church, (2) By letter of recommendation from another
church of like faith and practice. No letter shall be honored, neither
the person accepted into this fellowship if the person has not been )
baptized by the authority of a Baptist Church of like faith and practice.
In such cases the person must be accepted as a candidate for baptism.
(3) By statement of one who has been baptized upon profession of faith in
Christ by the authority of a Baptist Church of like faith,and practice,
and because of circumstances beyond their control, are not able to get-a
letter, but can give satisfactory statement of an experience of grace and
a desire for fellowship with this church.



(L) By Restoration: Excluded members from this church may be re-
stored to full fellowship on confession of their errors ond by giving
evidence of repentance, (5) This church shall not receive excluded
members from other Baptist churches, unless the church believes, after
investigation of the case, the exclusion to have been unjustified.
Section 2, Dismission of Members:

This church shall dismiss from its membership those who are removed
by death, those who by choice unite with churches of other faiths to
which this church does not grant letters of dismissal, This church shall
grant letters of dismissal to other Baptist churches of like faith and
practice,for members in fellowship and good stending in the church. (A
letter of dismission shall not be granted to the individual), Members
may be dismissed from the fellowship of this church when found guilty
of conduct unbecoming his or her Christisn profession and failure to
live up to the church covenant, but only after, he or she has been given
a reasonable notice, by the deacons and authorized by the church, of
such contemplated action (if he or she can be found), = .

After a member has voluntarily sbsented himself from all services of
the church for a period of 6 months, he or she will be placed on an in-
active list, losing. all voting rights and privileges., After 1 year on
inactive roll with no evidence of repentance the member will be dropped
from Church roll and my be restored by Article 3, Section 1, No. b,

The reception of members and the granting of letters shall be done
by a majority vote of the members voting at any meeting of the church
when snd where worship is carried on, exeept the restoration of those
who have been excluded from the fellowship of the church. (These may
be restored to fellowship in the church by a majority vote of the
members voting in a regular monthly business meeting) .

Article IV :
Government of the Church
Section 1. Autonomy:

This church shall forever be a self-governing body with Christ as
its head and no person or persons shall ever have any authority over its
actions, The will of Christ shall be supreme and the New Testament
shall be the only law of the church, Christ shall be its supreme ruler
and His Word ite sovereign law., All members in good standing shall
have equal rights to express their desires by their vote without the
fear of intimidation or coercion,

Section 2, Officers: .

All officers of the church, except the pastor, deacons, and trust-
ees with unexpired terms, shall be elected annually in time to take
office October lst, each year, Any wacancy may be filled at any reg-— -
ular business meeting of the church, for the unexpi;edfterm: or called
business meeting for that purpose. '

Section 3. Organizations: ' ' ~ ] o

All organizations of the church shall be under church control with
all officers being elected by the church and subject to the church,
Each organization shall make a report of their work to the church at
each regular business meeting,

Section L, Activities: ' -

No officer or organization shall plan any meeting:or activities
which shall interfere with any of the regular or special meetings.of
the church, without the consent of the churchj



Artiele V
Officers and Their Duties
Section 1, Pastor: ' '

(a) The pastor shall be a generally recognized, ordained Baptist
minister of good standing, who believes in the teaching of the Bible
as set forth in the Articies of Faith adopted by this church.

(b) The pastor shall conduct ‘the public services of worship, and
the general development of the church work shell be under his super-
vision, He shall be an ex~officio member of the deacons, the trustees,
all committees,and organizations,

{c) The pastor shall a¢t as moderator of all business meetings of
the- church when present, except when he is personally involved, 1In
his absence thé assistant moderator shall have charge of the business
meeting, The pastor shall be chosen, and called infefinitely; by the
church whenever a vacancy occurs. His election shall take place at a
regular business meeting, or at a business meeting called for that
purpose, of which at least a three days' notice shall be given,

(d) The pastor shall have the responsibility of getting the evange-
list for the revival meetings the church desires to have.

(e) The pastor shall have an annual twe weeks vacation with pay
(which shall include two Sundays).

(f) The pastor shell be responsible for supply honorarium except
when on vacation, ill, or when on business for the church,

(g) The Mlnlster“< Retirement Plan dues shall be paid in full by
the church,

(h) The pastor shall have the privilege of conducting two revivals
of two weeks each, off of the church field each year, without a vote
of the church,

(1) The church shall send the pastor to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the State Convention each year (provided the church is
financially able),

(j) The pastor shall give in writing to the church a thirty day
notice before he leaves the church as pastor. Likewise the church
shall give the pastor a thirty day notice in writing if his resig-
nation is desired by the church, :
Section 2. Associate Pastors

(a) The associate pastor shall assist the pastor in all ministerial
duties,

(b) Bus Pastor -Bus Pastors shall be responsible for their assigned
routes,

‘(¢) Other Ministers:

The church may call "Minister of music, Minister of visitation,
ete," for duties as specified.

Section 3, Deacons:

(a) The deacons shall be elected and ordeined by the church,
except when they have been previously ordained by another church -
of like faith and practice, They may be elected to serve as deacons
by a vote of the church.

(b) The number of deacons end their tenure of office shall be de-
termined by the church, It shall be the duty of the deacons to co=
operate with the pastor in overseelng thé work of the church, They
shall be charged especially with; - (1) The spiritual advancement and
interest ‘of the church and the watch—care of its members, (2) The
preparation and distribution of the Lord!'s Supper, subject to the
will of the church,

(¢) The deacons shall meet when -called. together by the pastor or
the chairman, They shall submit a rcport of their work, to the church
in business meetings,



Section L, Trustees: _ ;

(a) The number of trustees shall be three (3), end shall be elected
in the following manner; one (1) for three years, one (1) for two
years, and one (1) for one year, and one elected each year thereafter,
by the church, e - ' o

(b) The trustees shall act as legal representatives of the Grand
Avenue Baptist Church in accordance with -the laws.of the State of.
Indiana., They shall hold in trust the property of the Grand Avenue
Baptist Church of New Castle, Indiana, 2nd shall act as agents in
the purchase or sale of real and/or tangible property. They shall
have no power to purchase, sell,mortgage, lease, transfer or do any
extensive repair on church properties, or obligate the church in any
contract, unless and ‘until they have been so empowered by a vote of the
¢hurch for that specific transaction, , A ,

(¢) The church shall designate which member shell serve &8 chairman,
and which member shall serte as statutory agent of the trustees,

() The trustees are to be the house and grounds committee, They
shall submit a report of all their doings at the regular business
meetings of the church, and at any other time as the church.may call
for same.

Secvion 5. Clerk:

(2) The duties of the church clerk shall be to keep a correct
record of all proceedings of all business meetings of the church in
a book provided for this pugpose by the church. The clerk shall sign
letters of dismissal of members and write for the letters of those who
join the church on promise of a letter from another church. The clerk
shall keep a correct roll of the membership of the church and be re-
sponsible for all records of events in the life of the church which
are of historical interest and value,

(b) The elerk shall present a written report to the church at its
regular business meetings. This report shall consist of minutes of
the last regular business meeting and all the called business meet-
ings, which have not been read and approved by the church. Also a
correct statement concerning the membership of the church, i.€.

Those received, dismissed and the correct membershipe

(c) The snmual letter to the association shall be filled out by

the clerk and read before the church for its approvale

Section 6, Treasurer:

(2) The church shall have a budget, and the treasurer, in co-
operation with the financial secretary, or one of the ushers, shall
receive and count all funds. The treasurer shall deposit all church
funds in the nome of the Grand Avenue Baptist Church of New Castle,
Indiana, in the bank designated by the church.

(b) The treasurer shall make a detailed statement in writing to
the church of all obligations incurred, purchases made, and of all
receipts and disbursements, at the regular monthly business meeting.
He shall also present an annual report to the church clerk to be in-
corporated in the Associational Letter each: year, ,

(¢) The treasurer shall make all payments.of all accounts of this
church, and shall disburse by check all funds consistent with the
budget, of the church, ond exceptions to be made upon the recommend-
ation of the Church Council to the church in business sessiona

(d) The treasurer and the financial secretary shall present their
records and accounts to a Certified Public Accountant, to be audited,
at ony time the church by a majority vote shall request. an audite
(This audit shall be paid for by the church.)

(e) Tt shall be the duty of the treasurer to obtain an indemnity
bond for such smount as shall be stipulated by the churche (This
bond shall be paid for by the ehwrch.)



Section 7. Assistant Moderator:

‘(a) 1In the absence of the pastor the assistant modeiator shall
serve as moderator of ths business meeting of the church, In the
absence of the pastor and the assizhant moderator, the church shall
elect a moderator pro tem for that business meeting.

(b) The assistiant moderator, (or in his absence a moderator Pro
tem), shall preside over any question wherein the pastor is personally
involved,

Section 8. Financial Secretary;.

The financial secretary shall keep a duplicate record of each person
who gives to the Grand Avenue Baptist Church of New Castle, Indiana,
through the envelope system, and shall give the original personal copy
to the person at the end of each quarter or at the end of the calendar
year, for income tax purposes. The duplicate record of each person
shall be retained as church records.

Section 9, Song Leader: ' '

(a) The song leader shall assume the responsibility of leading the
singing in the Sunday school, régular services, and all special
services of the church, (unless plamned otherwise or he is unable to
5ing because of circumstances beyond his control, i

(6) The song leader shall meet with the choir or choirs for practice,
and shall co=operate with the pastor, Sunday School Director, pianist,
Organist and other leaders of the church in the entire ministry of
‘music, )

(¢) He shall follow the program as set forth in the order of service,
unless for some good reason it becomes necessary to make a change,
Section 10, ' Pianist and Organist; .

~(a) The planist and organist shall assume the responsibility of
playing the instruments in the Sunday school, regular services, and
all special services of the church, (Unless planned otherwise, or

they are unable to play because of circumstances beyond their control.)
' (b) The pianist and organist shall meet with the choir or chokrs
for practice, and shall co-operate with-the pastor, song leader,
Sunday school Director, snd other leaders of the church in the entire
ministry of music.
Section II, Ushersg

(a) The number of ushers shall be six (6). or more male members of
the church with one of this number serving as chairman or head
usher. (The chairman or head usher shall be designated by the church, )

(b) The duties of the ushers are; (1) Meet and greet the members
and guests of the church., (2) See that each one gets an order of
service, and each visitor gets a visitor's card, (3) Escort people to
their seat:when necessary, (Ij) Serve the church and her guests in the
worship of God with His tithes and our offerings. (5) Any other duties
of the church may require.

Article VI
Organizations
Section 1, Sunday School:
(a) The church shall maintain s Sunday School,on each Lord's
Day for the purpose of teaching people of the Word of Gode
(b) The Sunday school Director shall be the executive officer of
the Sunday school and shall exercise general oversight over all of
its departments and report to the church at the regular monthly
business meeting, . :
(c) The associate Director shall be responsible for a visitation
program to enlist new members and absentees, He shall perform the
duties of the Dirceector in the latter's absonce. :



(d) The Sunday schiool secretary shall keep an accurate record of the
Sunday school, sznd shall be recsponsible for the ordering of the literature
each quarter,

(e) The departmental direstors shall direct the work of their respec-
tive departments in harmony with bhe toltal program of the Sunday school,

(f) The pastor, director, associate director, general secretary and
departmental directors shall consiitute an advisory committee of the
Sunday school, of which the director shall be chairman.

Section 2, Womants Missionary Union:
This church shall have a Woman's Missionary Union which shall be

organized according to the Southern Baptist Convention W.M.U. Manual
and the by=laws of this church.

Section 3, Other Organizations:

The Grand Avenue Baptist Church of New Castie, Indiana, may set up

other organizations as determined by the need of the church,
Article VII
Committees

Section 1, Pulpit Committee: 3

. (a) In case of a vacancy in the pulpit, the church shall elect a
Pulpit Committee of five (5), to seek out & suitable pastor, and their
recommendation will constitute a nomination., After the church has heard
a man preach; the pulpit committee shall present his nome to the church
to be accepted or rejected., If the latter eventuates, they shall seek
another pastor in accordsnde with the foregoing procedure.

(b) The call of a pastor shall require a 2/3 majority vote of the
members voting in such election. The pastor may be called or his resig-
nation may be accepted at any regular business meeting of the church or
at a business meeting called for that purpose provided that the called
meeting is announced at'three.public or regular meetings previously.
Prayer meeting and Sunday morning and Sunday night services shall be con-
sidered public or regular meetings.

(c) The pulpit committee shall be responsible for supplying the
pulpit during the time the church is without a pastor., When the new
pastor is called and has accepted the work as pastor, the work of- the
committee is finished and they are automatically discharged.

Section 2, Church Council:

(a) The Church Council shall consist of Chairman of Deacons,
Chairman of Trustees, Treasurér,'Sunday School Director, Associate
Pastor, Bus Pastor, Brootherhood Director, 2 members at large along
with the Pastor,

_(b) The church council shall meet for the purpose of previewing
the affairs of the church and make recommendations at regular business
meetings,

(¢) The church council shall in counsel with the pastor, nominate
one or more candidates for each office or place to be filled in the church
and her organizations, and shall present to the church a list of these
nominees in time for those who are elected to take office October 1, of
each year, Additional nominations shall be permitted from the floor at
the time the church council presents their list of numinees, ‘

(d) The churech council shall in counsel with the pastor, nominate
persons to fill veacancies created throughout the year because of death,
resignation, etc. :

Section 3. Calendar of Activities Committee

(a) The calendar of activities comiiittee shall consist of the chair-
man of deacons, Sunday schodl divector, W.M.U. director,.clerk, song leader
and pastor,



(b) This committee may prepare and present to the church a calendar
of activities for the coming year in time for the colendar to be printed
before January 1, each year,

Section lis Evangelism Committee:

The personne.i of the committee shall be three (3) members to work
with the pastor in planning the publicity for revivals, entertainment for
the evengelist, and any other necessary arrangements, -

Section 5, Flower Commilttee:

(2) The personnel of the flower committeé shall be three (3) members
of the church with one designated chairman by the church,

(b) The fiower committee’s principal function whall be the following:
(1) Provide flower arrangements for church services when so directed by a
vote of the church. (2) Provide flowers for the bereaved members of this
church and/or Sunday school and their immediate families, (The immediate
family shall consist of Father, Mother, Husband, Wife, Daughter, Son,
Brother or Sister,) (3) Plant and care for flowers on church grounds,

(0) The church shall decide how much the flower arrangements should
cost, and shall pay for same. (This set price is to be a guide-line for
the committee,)

Section 6, Other Committees:
Other committees may beelected as determined by the need of the churchs

Article VITI
General
Section 1. Business Meetings:

(a) This church shall have regular business meetings, Such meetings
shall be held monthly at a time set by a majority vote of the church,
Any and all business matters may be attended to at these regular business
meetings, All dates and times of business meetings shall be well an-
nounced in the regular services prior to the business meeting, At all
regular business meetings the members present shall transact business
provided it is well known by the members that such a date and time is the
regular business meeting of the church. Special business meetings shall
not be held until such meeting and its purpose or purposes have been
announced in three regular services of the church, Seven members shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business in a regular or spe-
cial business meeting., The church by a majority vote may require a 2/3
or 3/4 majority vote to repeal any motion or resulution or any part
thereof .

(b) Any question or situation that may arise that is not_ provided for
in this constitution and by-laws shall be settled by a majority vote of
the members voting for or against such question or situation, however no
motion or resolution shall be passed by the church which will conflict
with the provisions of this constitution and by-~laws. -

_ (¢) The rules for conducting business shall be according to the
parlimentary proceedings as set forth in Kerfoots Manual,

Section 2, Officers and leaders:

(a) All officers of this church and her organizations must be members
of this church before they are elected, except the pastor.
Sectiqn 3. Licensing and Ordaining: :

(a) Any member who in the judgement of the church, gives evidence
of his spiritual life, his zeal, and "aptness to teach" that he is called
of God to the work of the ministry, after having preached in the hearing
of the church, may be licensed to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ,
provided that a majority of the moewbers prosent ab any regular business
meeting shall agree therveto by vobe,



(b) If the church decides that one of its men who has been licensed
to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ possesses the sciipitural qualifications
for ordination, it shall call & council of ministers and deacons from
other Baptist Churches to examine the qualifications of the candidate, %o
which council the propriety of the ordained shall be referred,

‘ ‘ Article IX

Section 1. Replace and Void: - M s
This constitution and by-laws, our Church Covenant and Articles of

Faith replace and void any other constitution end by-laws, Church Cove~--

nant and Articles of Faith which may have prevailed previously.

Section 2, Amendment:.

This constitution.and by-laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds
of the members present at any regular business meeting of the Grand Avenue
Baptist Church of New-Céstle, Indiana, provided the amendments have beén
offered in writing at the previous regular business meeting, except Article
L, Section 1, This Section 1 of Article L shall never be amended so as to
change the meaning of it as it is now written.

CHURCH COVENANT

"Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on the profesSion of our faith,
having been baptized in the name of the Father, and that of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence of God, angels; and
this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one
another, as one body in Christs .

"We engage therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk to-
gether in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church
in knowledge, holiness,; and comforti to promote its prosperity end
spirituality, to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and
doctrinés; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of
the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poory gnd
the spread of the gospel through all nations. ' g

"We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; t? re-
ligiously educate our children; to: seek the salvation of our Flndr?d
and acquaintances; to welk circumspectly in the world; to be just in
our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our de-
portment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger. To
abstain from the sale and use of intoRicating drinks as a beverage,
and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.

"We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love;
to remember each other in prayer, to aid each other in sickness anq
distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courte§y,1n.
speech; to be slow to toke offense, biyalways ready for reconciliation,
and mindful of the rules of our Savior %o secure it without delay.

"We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will
as soon as possible unite with some other church, where we c&n carry
out the spirit of this rovenant and the principles of Godts Word.!



THE DECLARATION OF OUR FAITH
1. THE SCRIPTURES

We believe in the infallikje, verbal inspiration of the whole
Bible; that God is its author, that is has truth without any mixture
of error for its matter, and the salvation of man for its end; that
it is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction to the saints unto
all good work; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge
us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the
only complete and final revelation of the will of God to man; the
true center of Christian union; and the supreme standard by which all
human conduct, creeds, doctrines, and opinions shall be tried.

IT. THE TRUL GOD

We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God,
an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the maker and
supreme ruler of Heaven and eartnj; inexpressibly glorious in holiness,
and worthy of all honor, confidence, and love; that in the unity of
the God-head there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct
but harmonious offices,

ITI, JESUS CHRIST

We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Spirit; that
He was born of Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever, or can ever be
born of woman; ' that He took upon Himself our nature yet without sinj
that He was God manifest in the flesh; that He fulfilled every jot and
tittle of the divine, and the ceremonial laws of Moses; that God laid
upon Him our sins; that He bore them in His own body on the cross;
that He died for our gins, not for an example, but as the substitut-
ionary Lamb of God; +hat in Him fulfilled, and ended, all the sacri-
fices and offerings for sin; that He was buried and rose again the
third day; and after forty days ascended "to the right hand of the
throne of God" in heaven itself; that he is there now "our faithful
and merciful High Priest in things pertaining to God," our only Ad-
vocate and intercessor, the only Mediator between God and man; that
this same Jesus Christ shall come again, suddenly, bodily, personally,
and vieibly; that He will judge both saved and unsaved; that He
will sit upon the throne of David and rule and reign with His blood-
washed redeemed people of every kindred and tongue and people and
nation forever; that it is the duty of all believers to constantly
look for Him and to live in readiness for His coming; making manifest
to all men the reality and the power of his Hope in Christ.

IV, THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe the Holy Spirit is a divine person; equal with God
the Father and God the son, and of the same nature; that He was
active in the Creation; that in His relation to the untelisving
world He restrains the evil one until God's purpose if fulfilled;
that He convicts of sin, of judgement, and of righteousness; that
He bears witness to the truth of the Gospel in preaching, and test-
imony; and that He is the agent in the 'new birth! of man; that He
seals, endures, guides, enlightens, teaches, wuitnesses, sanctifies,
and in every way helps tLhe haljever.

L



V. THE DEVIL

We believe in a personal Devil; that he is the malignant prince
of power of the air, and the unnoly god of this world, We hold him
to be man's great tempter; the enemy of God and His Christ, the acurser
of the saints, the author of all faise religions; the chief power
back of the present apostacy, the lord of the Anti-Christ, and the
author of all the powers of darkness, Destined howerer, to final
defeat at the hands of God's Sons, and to the judgement of an eternal
Justice in hell, a place prepared for him and his angels,

VI, THE FALL OF MAN

We believe that the first three chapters of Cenesis are the his~
torical facts of God!'s creation of all things; and that the creation
was by the direct act of God; that man was created in innocence, in
the image and likeness of God, under the law of his Maker, but by vol~-
untary transgression fell from that holy and happy estate; in conse-
quence of which all mankind aré now sinners, not by constraint but
by choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by
the law of God, positively inclined to evil, and therefore, under
Just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.

VII. THE WAY OF SALVATION

We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace,
through the mediatorial offices of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who
by the appointment of the Father became our substiiute, being make a
curse for ys; and by His death, made a full and vicarious atonement
for our sins; that having risen from the dead He is now enthroned in
heaven; . that having united in His wonderful Person the tenderest
sympathies with divine perfections; He is in every way, the qualified,
suitable .compassionate, and all-sufficient Savior.

VIIT. JUSTICICATION

We believe that justification is God's gracious and full ac-
quittal, upon principles of righteousness, of all sinners who believe
in Christ; . upon Justification includes the forgiveness of sins, and
the gift of eternal life; that it is bestowed, not in consideration
of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely through
faith in the Redeemerts blood,; by virtue of which faith, His perfect
righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it brings us into
a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and makes available
every other blessing needful for time and eternity.

IX . SANCTIFICATION

We believe that sanctification is a !'setting apart® or 'sep-
aration unto God! and not the eradication of one's carnality, or sin-
ful nature in one specific instance; that all who believe on Christ
Jesus as Savior, are sanctified unto God by the blood of Christ, and
the Spirit of God; that it is the duty of all those who are saved
to sanctify, or separate, themselves in like manner, unto the purpose
for which they have been sanctified, this being enjoined upon them,
and made possible Ly the Word and Spivit of God, in self-examination,
self-denial, watchfulness and nrayere



X. FREENESS OF SALVATION

We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all
by the Gospel of Christj; that it is the immediate duty of all to
accept Him by a cordial, penitent, and obedient faith; that nothing
prevents the salvation of any sinner on earth, but his own inherent
depravity, and voluntary rejection of the Gospel of Christ, which
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation,

XI, GRACE IN REGENERATTON

We.believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regen-
erated, or born again; that the new birth is a creation of Christ
Jesus; that it is instantaneous and not a process; that in the new
birth the sinner is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives
eternal life thus made a new creature in Christ; that this new crea-
tion is brought about in a manner above our comprehension, but by
character, not by culture, not any works of righteousness upon our
part, but wholly and solely by the power of the Holy Spirit, in
connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obed-
ience to the Gospel of Christ; and that its proper evidence appears
in the holy fruits of repentance, faith and newness of life,

XII, REPENTANCE AND FAITH

We believe that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and
also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls whereby being deeply
convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of
salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, con-
fession, and at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus
Christ, and relying on Him alone as the only and all-sufficient
Savior,

XIII. GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE

We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, according
to which He graciously regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners;
that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it com-
prehends all the means in connection with the end; that it is a most |
_glorJous display of God's sovereign goodness, He belng indefinitely
free, wise, holy, and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boast-.
ing on.man's part’and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust
in God,and active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages
the’ use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained
by its effects in all who truly believe the Gospel of Christ; that
it is the foundation of Christian assurance;  and that to ascertain
it with regard to ourself demands and deserves the utmost diligence,

XIV. THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

We believe that such as are truly born again will not utterly
fall away and perish, but will endure unto the end; that their per-
severing attachment to Christ is the grand mark Wthh distinguishes
them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches
over their welfare; and they are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation,



XV, THE HARMONY OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL

We believe that the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable
rule of His moral government; that it is holy, just and good; and
that the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to ful-
fill its precepts, arises ent 1"61' from their love of sin, to deliver
from which and to restore tl:iam through a Mediator, to unfeigned obed-
ience to holy law, is one great- end of the Gospel of Christ, and of
the means of grace connected with the establishment of the church.

XVI, A GOSPEL CHURCH

We believe that -a church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a congreg-
ation of Scripturally baptized believers, associated by a covenant in
the faith and fellowship of the Gospel of Christ, taking the New Test-
ament as the only rule of faith and practice, observing the ordinan-
ces of Chris%t, governed by His commandments, and exercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His work; that its Scrip-
tural officers are blshops, or pastors, and deacons, that the true .
mission of the church is found in the Great Commission of Matthew 28:
19-203 that the only Head of the Church is Christ Jesus; that the
sole authorlty for faith and practice is the -scripturesj; that such a
church has the absolute right of self—government free from the in-
terference of any. :

XVII., BAPTISTS

We believe that Baptists originated, not at the Reformation, not
in the Dark Ages, nor in any century after the Apostles; that no person-
ality this side of Christ Jesus is a satisfactory explanation of their
originjy that the first Baptist Church was the church at Jerusalem which
originated during the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ; that Baptist
principles are as 0ld as Christianity; that the likeness of Baptist
churches today to the churches in the days of the Apostles constitute

them the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.

XVIII. BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER

. We believe that Scriptural baptism is the immersion in water of
a saved. person in the name of the Father, and Son,-and the Holy Ghost,
by the authority of a scriptural Baptist Church of the Lord Jesus Christ,
to. show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in the cruci-
f1ed buried, and Risen Savior, and our death to sin, and resurrection
to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privilege of ‘a church
relation, and to the Lord!'s Supper, in which the members of the church,
by the sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the
death of Christ until He comes again, preceded always by solemn self=-
examination,

XIX. THE LORD'S DAY

. We believe that the first day of the week is the Lord's Day, and
is to be kept sacred to religious purposeés by abstaining from all
secular labor and sinful recreation; by devout observance of all the
means of grace, both private and public; and by preparatlon for that
rest that remaineth for the people of God. -



XX, THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED

We believe that there is a radical and essential difference
between the righteous and the wicked. Those only who are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and sanciified by the Holy Spirit
are truly righteous in God's sight; those who continue in impenitence
and unbelief are in His sight wicked and under condemnation. This
distinction between the righteous and the wicked holds in and after
death, and will be made manifest at the judgement when final and ever-
lasting rewards are made to all men.

XXI, THE RESURRECTION

We believe in the actuazl bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ;
that the same body that wgs nailed to the cross and laid into the tomb
was again the third day according to the Scriptures raised, glorified,
and in it Christ ascended into Heaven, and there now at God's right
hand is making intercession for us; that just as sure as Christ arose
from the dead, there will be a resurrection of the just, and a resur-
rection of the unjust; that the bodies of the righteous will not only
be spiritual, but incorruptible, immortal, "fashioned like unto His
glorious body", prepared to ever be with the Lord; while the unjust
shall be raised with bodies prepared to consciously suffer forever
"their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone."

XXII. RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

We believe that God alone is Lord of the conscience, and that He
has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are
contrary to His word, or not contained bherein. Church and state
should be separate, The state owes to the churches, protection and
full freedom in the pursuits of their spiritual ends, In providing
for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be
favored by the State more than others, Civil government being ordained
of God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obediences thereto
in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church
should not resort to the civil powers to carry on its work. The gospel
of Christ contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its
ends, The state has no right to impose penalties for religious
opinions of any kind, A free church in a free state is the Christian
ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to
God on the part of men, and the right to form and propagate opinions
in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil powers.





