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The apti t or ~nized t ._rtinsville as e rly as 1850. 

The brick c urch (on the corner of Pi:e and ayne Sta) was 

built in 1 7, but for some r a on e not finished. Families 

by t e n .e of •• Alsip, the Frinks and ot ers ere members. 

e le i B~ ti ts r oved fr t e to n, and the bui di 

as transfer e into ol Aouse, bein t us used un il 

aft r t e Givil ar, it as purchase by the C t olics f r 

7 • n u ed by t e until their pre nt o urch as built 

in l 

In th~ e rly 8 ' s roup of interested B ptists i ld 

meetings at ti e i t e old 0 era ou e , 

s over b t i no Penny ' s etore. 

( T at oJa buil ing en torn do n and s replaced by 

enuy • s ) They e e serve by circuit riders and 1 t r a 

Rev. Cleven er e d ~ aerie· of e tin s an e people 

joined at th t ti e. 
~ 7 

In ,_ o t 1884, 1 the Old resbyterian Churuh on th 

corn r of Jefferson ~n~ J c s n street urch ed fro 

t e .. r yteri s . It ae one tory, ric"- structure 

it a 1 col i~l ~orch across t e entir fro t . our 

1 r ill rs o t.iv por , a to t e di ity o tne 

st u ture. T.e uildin .as e ted by to st~ves . The 

or pul it re sit t at t e et enet of the buil in . 

T i uil L as t rn o n i 18 8 an the resent B tist 

c ur...,h s ilt on it's site. T.~ u c not finis 

until 1 7 . ~~ O'l'\.~ -t; ?~ ~. 
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Jo u e t oin 1 l 

1 1 x + 1 or . . ., 

il c urc t ... r ce s o ui di e tin 

er h ld in tl e 0 t ouse. 

T . ilt us 11 ten r e c r 

i ho t r . 

h en re 11 by 
' 

t r 1e 
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New Salem Baptist Church 
Salem Hill Road - Baker Township 

New Salem Ba?tist c_hurch was organized before the Civil War. 

The Ba~tists and Christian church met on alternate Sundays until 

the building burned down when the Christia as rebuilt it. 

It is said that a building was started and the carpenters 

went to Civil War so thRt someone else had to finish it. When 

the church finallu burned th A two congrega tions separated. In 1890 the 

Baptists star ted a new building which was dedicated June 3 1891. 

George Go sss was ~astor then, K F Goodman moderator and H M Baker, 

Clerk. The oldest records show J M Brown pa stor, Jefferson Farr moderator 

and Henry Miller Clerk. 

I t is said between 1885 and 1890 the New Salem ~eople met 

with tht> e Methodists Ol:' at Mt. Zi'.)n or Old Sodom thr>ee miles east of 

Union churich. 

In 1922 the churich was raised and basement added. July 22 1962 

New Salem and Zions Hill churches called Rev Robert Bu ~ bacher as ,astor 

for both churches. 

New Salem Baptist Church in Baker Township was organized before 

the Bivil War and met in the log church at Union Christian 

Church, which burned before the Civil War and was in the 

process of re-building , but had to stop and the present Union 

Christian Church building was ~"-c'A~c:Yln 1867. New Salem 

congregation met for a time at Old Sodom Methodist church and 

the present New Salem Building was finished in 1890. It has 

been remodeled and added to and modernized since. The last major 

improvement was the installing of stained glass windows in 1987. 

They were gifts of families in memory of their ancestors. 



----~-

\ __ _ 

M~s 

___ 2 ~~\\_ti ~\ ---..N ~~ _ 

- _\ '~ \ \_~ ~~i --­
~r-~ 'B \ ~ ~~e:>~N 

c_~\3~~ ~~r.J~\\\_\__ 



PARAGON BAPTIST CHURCH 

ON klEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 , 1 912, REVEREND CHARLES SIGMAN, 

l.\IHO t·JAS THE FIRST PREACHER OF THE PARAGON BAPTIST CHURCH, MET 

WITH BAPTISTS OF AND AROUND PARAGON TO DISCUSS ORGANIZING A 

BAPTIST CHURCH IN PARAGON. THE DISCUSSION WAS LED BY PERRY 

BREWER, H. H. DUTTON, LEW IS BREktER, AND A. S. l.JR I GHT. AFTER AN 

UNANIMOUS DECISION, THE PARAGON BAPTIST CHURCH STARTED. PERRY 

BREl.JER WAS ELECTED MODERATER, AND MAY WRIGHT WAS ELECTED CLERK. 

LEWIS BREWER WAS ELECTED TREASURER. THE FIRST SERVICE WAS HELD IN 

THE HOME OF PERRY BREWER ON SEPTEMBER 14, 1912. FIRST SERVICE 

HELD IN THE NEW BUILDING WAS PREACHED BY REVEREND AGRON. THE 

CHURCH ONLY HELD COMMUN I ON TWICE A ''(EAR, ONCE IN ,...fANUARY AND ONCE 

IN JULY. THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH WERE LEWIS BREt,IER, D. F. 

BURKHART, DR. HARRY DUTTON, JOHN NICHOLS, CALARA RANDELL, ZEPHA 

TURNER, A.S. WRIGHT, MARY WRIGHT, MAY WRIGHT, W.H. ASHER, T.J. 

LANGLEY, ABBIS BROWN, AND JOHN NICHOLS. THE PREACHER OF THE 

PARAGON BAPTIST CHURCH NOW IS RE\.JEREND ARNOLD SP I lJEY OF 

INDIANAPOLIS. HE HAS PREACHED AT THE CHURCH FOR SEVEN YEARS. THE 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH NOW IS 248. IN 1987 THE CHURCH 

WILL BE 75 YEARS OLD. 



the Farago First Baptist 
Church, one find many many tbi - v t into he making. 
The vision was caught and a few peop e working ¥ery hard f or 
this dedicated cause, brought into existen what is now our 

\~church. 

On September 11, 1912, the Baptists in and around Paragon, 
met in the neighboring church, the Deciples of Christ, to con­
sider the advisability of organizing a Baptist Church in Paragon. 

After an open and free discussion led by Dr. H.H. Dutton, 
Lewis Brewer and • S. Wright, it 'Was unanimously voted to .tJ. n,,,ij) 

enter into a tentative organization. ~~~, 
The officers elected for this tentative plan were• 

Moderator-Dr. H. H. Dutton, Treasurer-Louis and Clerk-W.H.Asher. 
Charter members were: Perry Brewer, Lorella Brewer, 

Lewis Brewer, O. M. Hammond, J. H. Nichols, Dr. H.H.Dutton, 
D. F. Burkhart, Ellen Burkhart, • s. Wright, Mary M. Wright, 
Mae Wright, w. H. Asher, Mrs. w. H. Asher, Zelpha Turner, 
T. J. Langley bbie Brown, Clara Randall, Mr. f&'iMrs. James 
Warthen, Mr. tMrs. Chas. Warthen and Mrs. John 'Nichols. 

The church was officially organized January 14, 1913, at 
the home of Perry Brewer. 

The first officers elected after the organization were: 
Moderator-Dr. H. H. Dutton, Treasurer-Louis Bi06 ,n-JClerk- -fl~ 
We H. sher. Deacons were: J. Wright, Perry Brewer and 
Dr. B. H. Thltton. 

A building committee was appointed February 1913. .,.... 
Many solicited funds, many pledged and most of the labor was 
donated. Nearby to~rns helped in many capacities, giving :mater­
ials, money and time. 

On November 2, 1913, a dedication was held for the new 
church now completed. The dedication service was well attended 
in spite of a Diphtheria scare. 

March 19th, 1 ' i~came the ordination of the deacons. Several 
nearby churches participated in this service. 

On March 26, 1915 the church note was paid off and the 
mortgage burned, just three years after the first beginning of 
the church. 

From time to time, a number of improvements have been 
made. Sunday school rooms have been added, stained glass 
windows put in and the interior was redecorated just ~his spring. 

Ours have been a dedicated people who along with our 
different pastors have gone foreward. 

Fifty three years have gone by and we who are carrying on 
feel the privilege of our heritage and the challenge then and 
now of the First Baptist Church of Paragon. 



T e Bapti t of 0 

the 01 vil ar. 

call e<l Ne Sal em as r ize before 

T e aptist nd Christian 01urcb h started to build the 

Union Church. The oa~penters enli t_d i th J a.r y. 
I 

t :r on 

othe1's to up tne •• ork and fini he the ch :rch. Th~ 1 uE-ed .his 
I 

until t e cburcn buxned. 

ldest record 1 73 ve Elder J. r o a n~etor . Jim • 

ve the Ior th~ ch rch and ce etery. It c e off 

of t1~ck no o n~d by et Sten· t. 

" ro 1885 till 1890 t ey r eld ... heir men tin B et it . Zion 

or o~.d oda.~ as . e call it . 

----.~ In 89 on three Saturdays of Febmu r~. tl oy ha business 
_J 

ou"" ne cut.ran. . J . Go a.man, Jon Tur1er, 

ana Bill Corns were e cct d trurtees. The Bnilding Committee 

was J . B. F rr Smith Corna, .H. F~rr, . B. RicKs, and 

H. • Baker. he .lder ~.H. Hicks, Ed nles n .• H. ~urr 

were el ct d to get su. scriptions for t e new cnurch. 
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